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Mohammad Reza Nematzadeh, Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran called Expo Milano 2015 one of the influential and 
prestigious events of the century that seeks to help resolve the problem of 

hunger in the world with its auspicious theme: Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life.
Addressing the opening ceremony of Iran’s Pavilion at Expo Milano 2015, Nematzadeh 

said international exhibitions have always played a leading role in the survival of human 
beings and a better life, and helped alleviate major concerns of humankind. Excerpts of 
the minister’s address follow:

“Provision of sufficient and quality food for people from all walks of life across 
continents is obviously a major concern of researchers. This concern, and the related 
research conducted by the MIT University for Rome Club, has been raised clearly. 
Presentation of these studies caused high ranking Italian officials to host the international 
exhibitions in Milan with the theme of “ Nutrition and Energy Strategy” while organizers 
of the exhibitions have thus far focused on better organization of this exhibition.

“As an influential member of the international community, Italy is making its 
utmost effort to help save the hungry and find a suitable and effective solution. 
Likewise, organizing international conferences and meetings and selecting themes for 
international exhibition is a clear evidence of this great initiative. Historic interaction 
between Italy and Iran has led both to share common stances and strategies in relation 
to some international issues. For millennia Iran is known for its hospitality and the 
Islamic Republic as matter of policy is committed to help the impoverished and poor 
nations. To this end it has taken effective steps. Helping address the problem of poor 
nations is one of the foreign policy priorities of the country.

“As the 18th world economy, Iran’s participation in the international exhibition in 
Milan entitled “Global Sofreh, Iranian Culture” is yet an evidence of the reality that 
Iranian thought is based on “Facilities of the Earth for All Peoples of the World”. 
For this reason, Iran’s pavilion at this prestigious exhibition has been designed as a 
“Sofreh” which is the manifestation of divine blessing. In the new Iranian year that 
started on March 20, 2015, and was named the “Year of Government and Nation: 
Empathy and Rapport”, by Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution, the social 
aspects and inspirations of the Iranian society will be focused.

“Moreover, promotion of nonoil exports and support for domestic production, 
entrepreneurship and generating jobs in the months ahead has been reemphasized 
by the Supreme Leader and President Hassan Rouhani. The important strategies of 
the Iranian government in the current year are as follows: promoting a knowledge-
based economy, supporting knowledge-based companies and institutions in the fields 
of IT, nanotechnology, micro-processing, biotechnology, biochemical engineering, 
stem cells and robotics. Since Iran is located in a semi-arid region and faces severe 
water shortage, the country is taking effective steps to address the acute water 
problem. With the benefit advanced technology we are introducing modern and 
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mechanized agricultural systems to make judicious use of water and improve our 
key agricultural sector.

“With due regard for the above mentioned issues, the country is striving to 
insure food security to the best of its ability. We are of the opinion that access to 
affordable food, as one of the most important needs of human beings, can help the 
cause of international peace and security. Iran will take giant strides on the path to 
help achieve this great objective. Accordingly Iran’s motto in the Expo Milan 2015 
is “Global Sofreh, Iranian Culture”. Iran’s pavilion in this event has been designed and 
built by our experienced and skilled architects. At world expos nations with different 
needs and attitudes also share views on cultural issues.

“From the economic point of view, international exhibitions can and should also 
help promote the gross national product, improve per capita income, attract tourists 
and increase exports of countries.

“By the same token, such august gatherings help augment qualitative and 
quantitative promotion of industry, agricultural engineering, commerce and 
economic activities. Generally speaking, international expositions are considered 
one of the factors that help demonstrate the technological progress of nations. I 
take this opportunity to announce to the community of nations that philanthropy, 
benevolence, promotion of peace and security for all has been among the 
wholesome thoughts of Iranians across the world and indeed unique in this respect.

“As in the past, Iran has placed the issue of international peace, security and 
friendship on its agenda. The country extends its hand towards countries that 
care about preserving and safeguarding the environment, attaining human 
excellence and ensuring a better life for all. Iran is willing and able to cooperate 
with countries that care for human excellence and perfection. Expressing its 
appreciations for ideas emanating from this event attended by almost 125 
countries, Iran will collaborate with nations that want to help create decent 
standards of life for all human beings through sustainable development, social 
accountability in the international realm, environmental protection, alleviating 
poverty and promote healthcare and nutrition.

“All nations should make their utmost effort to give these issues serious 
consideration after the end of the exhibition. I cordially request all participating 
countries to strive for the welfare, progress and prosperity of their fellow 
countrymen. As (renowned Persian poet) Saadi says: Humankind is of one essence 
that should be protected, supported and safeguarded from inception up until 
life ends and in the best possible manner. Allow me to wish the best for all the 
organizers and sponsors of this edition of the exhibition. I am especially grateful to 
the participating nations striving to uproot poverty and promote peace and stability 
across the world.” 

Expo is a global event with a cultural 
- social approach organized by the 
host country with a universal theme 

and is held in a place for mutually direct 
interaction and communication between 
the participants and visitors. Expos offer 
a multifaceted event where extraordinary 
exhibitions, diplomatic encounters, 
business meetings, public debates and live 
shows take place at the same time and 
also it is a unique place for the connection 
of all the people around the world.

With regard to the main theme of 
Expo Milano 2015 "Feeding the Planet, 
Energy for Life", the theme which has 
been chosen for Iran pavilion is "Food 
and Culture" and given the Iranian culture 
and profound belief that humanity is 
"invited to the party of God on Earth” , 
the four axioms of "fairness", "charity", 
"contentment" and "gratitude" in life is 
defined, through which Iranians reach 
interaction and harmony with nature.

Considering the concept of Expo 
Milano 2015 which is the reconciliation 
of nature and life and the divine believe 
of Iranians that nature is a colorful Sofreh 
on which God's blessings are extended, 
"Sofreh" was selected for the concept 
design of the pavilion.

Sofreh, is a square of fabric that 
identifies the set dining, one of the most 
important objects inseparable from Iranian 
culture and it is associated with a number 
of religious and ceremonial celebrations 
on which food is either served or put out 
for display.

The Pavilion's architecture is derived 
from this image in the form of an 
open structure, where the inner skin is 
reminiscent of the traditional embroidery 
of the Sofreh. Its weave tells the story of 
the Iranian people’s food and agriculture 

from the past to the present. The surface 
gradually unfolds into a curved wall 
of triangular cells containing different 
objects on display, with a reflection of the 
triangular mirrors on the ceiling. 

Iran pavilion is located in lot S.35 in 
an approximate area of 2,000 square 
meters and considering the architecture 
and its special structure, the execution 
of the project seemed complicated at 
times, however with the help of God 
and continuous pursuit of work, it was 
constructed and completed efficiently.

Tradition, sustainability and openness 
to diversity is presented through seven 
classified climatic regions of Iran, 
and live green plants in the entrance 
of the pavilion, while ceiling mirrors, 
agricultural products and handicrafts, 
movies about Iran’s nature, culture and 
tourism in large LED walls are displayed 
in the upper floor of the pavilion. With the 
help of innovative information services, 
the information is shared with the visitors 
by tablets and mobile apps. 

The visitors from the World Avenue are 
welcomed with hospitality and affection 
in the lower floor of Iran pavilion, 
enjoying movies in the indoor theater, 
visiting a large commercial section 
decorated with Iranian handicrafts and 
products in seven beautiful standing 
showcases, along with the chance to 
experience the great taste of Iranian 
cuisine, fresh foods and traditional drinks, 
while traditional Iranian artistic and music 
events are performed in the entrance of 
Iran Pavilion. 

Finally, I hope with the collaboration 
of Expos and the participating countries, 
all the people on this planet will be able 
to experience further friendship, health, 
happiness and peace. 

The Message of 
H.E. Dr. Hossein Esfahbodi
Member of the Steering Committee 
of the College of the Commissioner’s 
General and Commissioner General 
of Iran at Expo Milano 2015

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 
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2017) during the day, and listening to a concert of Santana 
(Hanover 2000) or seeing a performance of the Cirque du Soleil 
(Zaragoza 2008) in the evening.

The success of these events can be expressed in the number of 
visitors. 19 million people visited Hanover 2000, 22 million went 
to Aichi 2005 and Expo Shanghai 2010 broke the record with 73 
million tickets sold.
FOR THE HOST COUNTRY: EXPO IS A 
TOOL FOR NATION BRANDING AND 
DEVELOPMENT

Because an Expo is one of the few events able to attract world 
leaders and decision makers as well as millions of visitors, it is 
a unique opportunity for a country to strengthen its international 
image and position itself as a key player in the international arena. 
In 2000, Hanover Expo allowed Germany to present to the world 
the new face of the unified country. With Expo Astana 2017 
dedicated to the theme Future Energy, the 23 year-old Republic 
of Kazakhstan aims at increasing its international appeal and 
affirming its key role in the development of sustainable energies.

An Expo is also an extraordinary way to foster development. 
The event boosts the improvement of infrastructures, 
transportation networks and housing capacity. It generates 
employment and job creation and improves the global business 
and investment environment of the country.

This local and national development is also boosted by an 
accurate re-use of the Expo site. After the event, the site is 
transformed to fit with the economic, social and cultural needs 
of the area. In Lisbon for example, Expo 1998 allowed an 
abandoned area to become an important economic center of the 
city, and Shanghai is turning the site of Expo 2010 into a major 
cultural and entertainment sector.
FOR PARTICIPANTS: EXPO ALLOWS 
INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH AND 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

Expo hosts invite countries, international organizations, the 
civil society and companies to participate to the event and be a 
part of the exhibition through their own pavilions and dedicated 
spaces. This gives participants a unique stage to present their 
achievements, culture, products etc. to an international audience. 
This has an impact on their international image but also on the 
development of their activities.

Expos allow countries to strengthen their cooperation ties 
with the host country and other participant countries, as well 
as promote their local products. Companies can expand their 
markets by participating to the organization of the event, meeting 
with other companies and investors and engaging with a new 
audience. Expos also offer a stage to International Organizations 
and the civil society to raise awareness on the causes that they 
defend.

Ever since the first edition in 1851 in The Crystal Palace of 
London, the Universal Exposition has been the perfect stage to 
show off the most ambitious successes that man has achieved 
over time. It is an occasion to share technologies, innovation 
and discoveries. It is also a moment to bring to life architectural 
projects or artistic movements, and a place where landscapes 
became cultural symbols of that time, like the Eiffel tower, which 
was built in Paris when the city hosted the Exposition in 1889.

The Universal Exposition is a non-commercial exhibition. 
A platform that focuses on giving the people, countries and 
institutions the opportunity to have an international dialogue 
on hot global topics that are of interest to all. Since the very 
beginning, this was the place to present creativity and knowledge 
and where every country had the possibility to demonstrate what 
it could offer to the world at that specific moment.

An Expo is a global event that aims at educating the public, 
sharing innovation, promoting progress and fostering 
cooperation. It is organized by a host country that invites 

other countries, companies, international organizations, the private 
sector, the civil society and the general public to participate. Due 
to the diversity of its participants, from top decision makers to 
children, Expos offer a multifaceted event where extraordinary 
exhibitions, diplomatic encounters, business meetings, public 
debates and live shows take place at the same time.

Here are 4 reasons why Expos are truly unique events, from 
the perspectives of their different publics.
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY: EXPO IS A DIALOGUE 
PLATFORM FOR PROGRESS AND 
COOPERATION

An Expo brings the whole world together to find solutions to a 
fundamental challenge of humanity. This challenge is the theme of 
the Expo. In Milan 2015, the theme is "Feeding the planet, energy 
for life" and Astana 2017 will be dedicated to "Future energy."

In practice, how is this theme addressed? First, all participants 
are either given an exhibition space or the opportunity to build 
a pavilion. In these spaces, they can showcase their experience, 
innovations and ideas regarding the theme. In addition, 
conferences, workshops, debates as well as diplomatic and 
professional meetings are organized. This allows participants 
to exchange ideas, come up with solutions and develop new 
cooperation ties.

Thanks to this intellectual stimulation, Expos set guidelines 
for the future. For example, Expo 2010 Shanghai, dedicated to 
improving quality of life in cities, issued the "Shanghai Manual - 
A Guide for Sustainable urban development in the 21st Century". 
In 2012, Expo Yeosu gave way to the "Yeosu Declaration 
for a living ocean and coasts" to encourage the International 
Community to take action.
FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC: EXPO IS 
AN EDUCATING AND ENTERTAINING 
EXPERIENCE

An Expo is an experience that combines entertainment and 
education and offers a wide variety of exhibitions, activities 
and shows. With its innovative architecture, the Expo site is an 
attraction in itself. But the interactive exhibitions, the ground-
breaking technologies that are showcased and the Expo's intense 
cultural program ensure a truly unforgettable experience.

A typical day at Expo would be: navigating over the Arctic 
Ocean thanks to digital technologies (Russian pavilion, Expo 
Yeosu 2012), seeing a robot play the flute (Expo Aichi 2005) and 
engaging in a debate on energy efficiency in cities (Expo Astana 

 
UNIVERSAL EXPOS

Time: every five years
Duration: up to six months
Participants build their own pavilions
The site area has no limits
The theme is general

INTERNATIONAL EXPOS
Time: between universal expos
Duration: up to three months
The organizer builds all the pavilions and then rents them to 

the participants
The site has a maximum area of 25 hectares
The theme is specific
 Today the Expositions have become a place for international 

dialogue, public diplomacy and cooperation between countries. 
They have maintained their educational objective but have over 
time increasingly moved the focus towards the challenges for the 
international community.

 Since the first edition in London in 1851, the expositions have 
attracted a huge number of visitors. During the 21st century 
worldwide interest has continued to grow with the number of 
visitors rising: Hannover 2000 (19 million), Aichi 2005 (22 
million) and Shanghai 2010 (73 million).

The success of the Universal Expositions is based on the 
partnerships among people from all over the world. On October 
30th, 2010, at Shanghai 2010’s Expo Cultural Center, where the 
biggest Universal Exposition of all time was held, the baton was 
passed to Expo Milano 2015 and to the global challenge that is 
defined within its Theme, Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life.
THE BIE EXPOS

The BIE currently regulates 4 types of Exhibitions, or "Expos": 
World Expos, International Specialized Expos, Horticultural 
Exhibitions and the Triennale di Milano. Each in its own field 
aims at educating the public, sharing innovation, promoting 
progress and allowing dialogue and shared experience. They 
are an extraordinary way to reach out to a broad audience and a 
place where influencers, experts, the civil society and political 
representatives can work together.
WORLD EXPOS

Like the World's Fairs of the pre-BIE era, World Expos 
welcome tens of millions of visitors, allow countries to build 
extraordinary pavilions and can transform the landscape of a city 
for years to come.

However, the main difference with the Expos of those times is 
that World Expos are no longer solely dedicated to showcasing 
industrial progress and showing off national prestige. They 
have become discussion platforms aimed at finding solutions 
to universal challenges of our time, such as urbanism (Expo 
Shanghai 2010) or nutrition (Expo Milan 2015).

They take place every 5 years and last up to 6 months.
INTERNATIONAL SPECIALIZED 
EXPOS 

International Specialized Expos as we know them today 
were established by the BIE in 1988. They are global events 
dedicated to finding solutions to specific challenges of humanity, 
such as ocean protection (Expo Yeosu 2012) or the future of 
energy (Expo Astana 2017). Their entertainment and intellectual 
ambition is the same as World Expos but the event is smaller 
in size and participant countries don't build their own pavilion 
but can customize a space provided by the organizer. They were 
created to allow a maximum number of countries to host and 
participate to an Expo.

They take place between 2 World Expos and last up to 3 months.

THE ROLE OF THE HOST COUNTRY
The country that will host the Exposition is chosen through 

a candidacy process. The Universal Exposition takes place on 
a dedicated site and all the other countries are invited, through 
diplomatic channels, to participate. For the host country, the 
Exposition is an occasion to show the best of national culture, 
innovation, production and traditions, but is also an opportunity 
to build strong international relations.
THE TANGIBLE LEGACY

Every Universal Exposition leaves behind monuments and 
buildings that become a true calling card for the hosting city, like 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, the Atomium in Brussels or the Space 
Needle in Seattle. But that is not all: the Universal Exposition is 
an opportunity to change the face of the city, to improve quality 
of life for its citizens and to attract more tourists. The Universal 
Expositions of Shanghai, Lisbon, Brisbane, Spokane and many 
other cities have left the legacy of modern neighborhoods, new 
infrastructures, parks and museums.
THE INTANGIBLE LEGACY: A 
MESSAGE FOR THE FUTURE

The Universal Exposition has changed over time compared to 
the early editions. Expo still provides a showcase for important 
developments and opportunities but is now more focused on 
important issues concerning humanity. Already the central themes 
of the Zaragoza, Yeosu and Shanghai Expos were about water, the 
oceans and quality of life in cities, respectively, and now the theme 
of Expo Milano 2015 is ‘Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life’, a 
topic that reflects the huge challenge of finding a balance between 
the nutrition of man and respecting the planet.

The Exposition site and all the physical elements that are normally 
the “tangible” legacies of an Expo now have to be in keeping with 
the central theme of the event. So what we will inherit from this new 
generation of Expo is not the architectural constructions but instead 
the landscapes, so an “intangible” legacy.

There are several intangible aspects that Expo Milano 2015 is 
going to leave to its participants:

• The know-how gained through six months of work, meetings, 
and congresses focused on the reduction of waste;

• The presence of educational elements in every exhibition, 
event or performance to educate people to make more eco-
friendly choices when producing or consuming food;

• All the research used for economic, social and production models 
to improve the eco-sustainability of communities in general;

• The sharing of know-how and learning on themes like 
sustainability;

This intangible inheritance is one of the biggest challenges for 
Expo Milano 2015. 

Universal Expositions are huge international events that over a 
six month period provide a cultural, educational and commercial 
experience to visitors and participating countries. They offer a place 
where people from around the world can meet and talk, reinforcing 
cooperation between the different populations of the world. The 
Expos are managed by the Bureau International des Expositions 
(BIE), the international governing body established in Paris in 1928 
by the Convention Relating to International Exhibitions.

The BIE defines the objective for the Expos as well as 
overseeing and regulating the calendar, the bidding and the 
organization of the event. It also ensures that the international 
rules regarding organization and participation are respected.

Today 168 countries are members of the BIE, each represented by 
one or two delegates. Any country can become a member of the BIE 
by signing up to the Convention. The last version was signed in 1988 
and came into force in 1996. It divides the Expos into two categories:
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Expo Milano 2015 will provide an opportunity to reflect upon, 
and seek solutions to, the contradictions of our world. On the 
one hand, there are still the hungry (approximately 870 million 
people were undernourished in the period 2010-2012) and, on 
the other, there are those who die from ailments linked to poor 
nutrition or too much food (approximately 2.8 million deaths 
from diseases related to obesity or to being overweight in the 
same period). In addition, about 1.3 billion tons of foods are 
wasted every year. For these reasons, we need to make conscious 
political choices, develop sustainable lifestyles, and use the best 
technology to create a balance between the availability and the 
consumption of resources.

HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITIONS 
Horticultural Expos were brought into the scope of the BIE 

in 1959, a year before the first Expo of this kind. They are 
held under the joint auspices of the BIE and the Association 
of International Horticultural Producers (AIPH). Due to their 
international character, their duration (3 to 6 months), their size 
(50 ha minimum), their millions of visitors and the importance 
given to innovation and education, Horticultural Expos are in a 
way the World Expos of Horticulture.

At least 2 years have to separate 2 Horticultural Expos.
THE TRIENNALE DI MILANO 

The Triennale di Milano is the only BIE-regulated Expo that 
is always organized in the same city: Milan. It is a unique global 
meeting place for the key players of the design industry and the 
general public. As the nature of the Triennale matched the criteria 
set by the Convention of 1928 to describe an Expo, it was brought 
under the scope of the BIE's regulatory activity as early as 1933.

It takes place every 3 years, with a break between.
How to Organize an Expo?
If a country wants to host a World Expo or an International 

Specialized Expo, it has to follow 7 major steps.
1. Submission of candidacy application
2. Bidding
3. The vote
4. Registration or recognition of the Expo project
5. Preparation and implementation of the Expo project
6. Expo
7. Post-Expo
Expo Milano 2015 is the Universal Exhibition that Milan, 

Italy, will host from May 1 to October 31, 2015. Over this 
six-month period, Milan will become a global showcase where 
more than 140 participating countries will show the best of their 
technology that offers a concrete answer to a vital need: being 
able to guarantee healthy, safe and sufficient food for everyone, 
while respecting the Planet and its equilibrium. In addition 
to the exhibitor nations, the Expo also involves international 
organizations, and expects to welcome over 20 million visitors to 
its 1.1 million square meters of exhibition area.

A platform for the exchange of ideas and shared solutions 
on the theme of food, stimulating each country’s creativity and 
promoting innovation for a sustainable future, Expo 2015 will 
give everyone the opportunity to find out about, and taste, the 
world’s best dishes, while discovering the best of the agri-food 
and gastronomic traditions of each of the exhibitor countries.
THE THEME

With Milan selected as the host-city for the Universal 
Exposition, Italy then chose Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life as 
its central theme. Expo Milano 2015 will talk about the problems 
of nutrition and the resources of our planet. The idea is to open up 
a dialogue between international players, and to exchange views 
on these major challenges which impact everyone.
SEVEN SUBTHEMES OF MILANO 2015

• Science for Food Safety, Security and Quality
• Innovation in the Agro Food Supply Chain
• Technology for Agriculture and Biodiversity
• Dietary Education
• Solidarity and Cooperation on Food
• Food for Better Lifestyles
• Food in the World’s Cultures and Ethnic Groups

FEEDING THE PLANET, ENERGY FOR LIFE
"Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life" is the core theme of Expo 

Milano 2015. This common thread runs through all the events 
organized both within and outside the official Exhibition Site. H
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Upon the orders of Amir Kabir (chief minister to 
Naser al-Din Shah Qajar) Iran participated in the 
first exposition. Iran maintained active presence in a 
number of expos prior to the 1979 Revolution. The most 
prominent Iranian pavilion in the contemporary era 
was designed and built by Abdolaziz Farmanfarmaian 
(prominent Iranian architect) for the 1967 Expo in 
Montreal, Canada, under the theme “A Place to Stand, 
A Place for Growth”.

Tradition, sustainability and openness to diversity, all have 
been developed in Iran thanks to its strategic position as a bridge 
between East and West and serve as the three main themes of the 
concept of the Iranian Pavilion at Expo Milano 2015. 

The three themes are summarized by an object that conveys 
them all: the Sofreh, a square of fabric that identifies the set 
table, one of the most important objects for the culinary culture 
of Iran. The pavilion’s architecture is derived from this image in 
the form of an open structure, similar to a tent, where the inner 
skin is reminiscent of the traditional embroidery of the Sofreh. Its 
weave tells the story of the Iranian people’s food and agriculture 
from past to present.

The Iran Pavilion intends to show visitors the Iran territory 
from south to north, based on the climatic classification, in 
harmony with the south-north elongation of the Pavilion and its 
architectural design. A “from sea to sea” scenario, which starts 
from the Persian Gulf and ends with the Caspian Sea, shows 

natural , environmental, cultural , life and tourism characteristics 
and whatever is related to the food in this country, as the visitors 
move in the pavilion.

The Iran Pavilion intends to show visitors the Iran territory 
from south to north, based on the climatic classification, in 
harmony with the south-north elongation of the Pavilion and its 
architectural design. A “from sea to sea” scenario, which starts 
from the Persian Gulf and ends with the Caspian Sea, shows 
natural , environmental, cultural , life and tourism characteristics 
and whatever is related to the food in this country, as the visitors 
move in the pavilion.

In Iran, the responsibility of the main management and setting 
up of the exhibition is with the management of international 
exhibitions with the cooperation of the Trade Development 
Organization, Tourism and Cultural Heritage Organization, the 
Foreign Ministry, the embassy and consulate of Italy in Tehran 
and cooperation of Iran-Italy Chamber. 

2010 
1- Expo Shanghai held in Shanghai, China from May 1 to 
October 31, 2010 with  the theme “Better City, Better Life”

2005
2- Expo Aichi held in Aichi Prefecture, Japan from  March 25 to 
September 25, 2005 with the theme “Nature’s Wisdom”

2000
3- Expo Hanover held in  Hanover, Germany from June 1 to 
October 31, 2000 with the theme “Human, Nature, Technology”

1998
4- Expo Lisbon  held in Lisbon, Portugal from May 22 to September 
30, 1998 with the theme “The Oceans, a Heritage for the Future”

IRAN HAS PARTICIPATED IN THE FOLLOWING EXPOSITIONS:
1993
5- Expo Taejŏn held in the central South Korean city of Daejeon 
(at the time spelled “Taejŏn” from August 7 to November 7, 1993 
with the theme  “The Challenge of a New Road of Development”

1967
6- Expo Montreal held in  Montreal , Quebec, Canada, from 
April 27 to October 29, 1967 with the theme “A Place to Stand, 
A Place to Grow”

1851
7- Expo or The Great Exhibition, sometimes referred to as the 
Crystal Palace Exhibition held in Hyde Park, London, from 1 
May to 11 October 1851.

IRAN AT EXPO MILANO 2015
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Iran pavilion, Expo Milan 2015
Iranian caligraphy (nastaliq)
“ O Iran, thou abode of hopes, the dawn 
has cracked over thy heights/ behold this 
blood-imbued path, from the midst of 
which arrives the joyous sun”
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LOCATION OF IRAN PAVILION AT 
EXPO SITE

At the expo site, the pavilion locations of different countries 
have been established based on the geographical and thematic 
procedures. As a result, the location of each pavilion is 
determined based on its theme or subthemes.

According to the Master Plan of the Expo, a 1910 m² plot of 
land in the southeast part of the site with exhibition, commercial, 
and cultural use and a green space has been allocated to the 
Iran pavilion. Decumanus (Global Street) is in its Northern 
side, the “Cereals and Tubers” cluster in the Eastern side, the 
Chile’s pavilion in the Western side and the amphitheater is in its 
Southern side. Pavilion of countries like Germany, Switzerland 
and Austria are also near the Iran pavilion. 
PERSPECTIVE OF IRAN PAVILION AT 
EXPO SITE

One of the strengths of the area allocated to the Iran Pavilion is its 
adjacency to the amphitheater which is located in its Southern side. 
SUBJECT AND THEORETICAL 
BASICS OF IRAN PAVILION 

Iran
Iran, with a population of over 78 million, is the 18th largest 

country in the world in terms of area at 1,648,195 km2. 
It’s location in the Middle East is of particular geo-strategic 

significance. Iran is bordered in the north by Azerbaijan and 
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and Russia (Caspian Sea Littoral 
states). In the east it is bordered by Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
in the south by Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab 
Emirates, and Sultanate of Oman (Persian Gulf and the Sea of 
Oman littoral states), in the west by Iraq and on the northwest by 
Turkey and Armenia.

Iran is a country of nature, culture, history and art; the country 
of mountains and deserts. Eastern Iran is dominated by a high 
plateau, with large salt flats and vast sand deserts. The plateau 
is surrounded by even higher mountains, including the Zagros 
range to the west and the Alborz range to the north. The highest 
point in Iran is Mount Damavand, with an elevation of 5610 
meters above sea level.

The climate diversity that one finds in adjacent regions is 
simply astonishing. Next to the burning sands of the desert 
(Kavir) there nestles in the neighboring mountains a small 
pocket of cool climate where field after field of damask roses 
grow and bloom to yield high-quality rosewater. And in another 
cold region with snow-capped mountains one finds a bank of 
thermal springs which are celebrated for their curative powers. 
The climates can be extreme and vary in different regions of 

the country. Therefore there are many different cultures and 
ethnicities. 

The population is made up of Persians (51%), Azeris (24%), 
Gilaki and Mazani (8%), Kurds (7%), Arabs (3%), Baluchi (2%), 
Lurs (2%), Turkmens (2%), Laks, Qashqai, Armenians, Persian 
Jews, Georgians, Assyrians, Circassians, Tats, Mandaeans, 
Gypsies, Brahuis, Hazara, Kazakhs and others (1%).

The official language of Iran is Farsi (Persian), and other 
recognized regional languages are Azari, Kurdish, Mazani, 
Gilaki, Baluchi and Arabic. The official currency is the Rial. 

The capital is Tehran, the country’s largest city and the 
political, cultural, commercial and industrial center of the nation. 

Iran is a regional power and holds an important position in 
international energy security and world economy as a result of its 
vast reserves of oil and natural gas.

Some interesting facts about Iran are:
Iran is home to one of the world’s oldest continuous major 

civilizations.
Iran ranks 2nd in the world for total natural gas & oil reserves. 

It is OPEC’s 4th largest oil exporter.
Iran’s second largest export commodity is hand-woven carpets.
Exports include oil, carpet, fruits, dry fruits (pistachios, raisins 

and dates), leather, caviar, petrochemical products, apparels, 
foodstuffs.

Imports include equipment and machinery, industrial metals, 
medicines, chemical derivatives.

Major industries are oil, petrochemicals, textiles, cement 
and other materials for building construction, food derivatives 
(especially refining sugar and extracting edible oil)

Iran hosts 19 sites among UNESCO world heritage sites.
Agriculture includes wheat, rice, grains, fruits, oily seeds such 

as pistachios, almond, walnut, cotton.
Transportation sector consists of 7286 kilometers of railways 

and 158000 km of roads.
Pipelines for oil derivatives are 3900 kilometer and for natural 

gas is 4550 km.
Ports include Abadan, Ahwaz, Shahid Beheshti 

(Chabahar),Shahid Rajaee Port (Bandar Abbas), Bandar Anzali, 
Bandar Bushehr, Bandar Imam Khomeini, Mahshahr, Turkman, 
Khorramshahr, Nowshahr.
IRAN AND EXPO 2015 SUBJECT

The main theme of the expo is nutrition and people’s lifestyles 
by which they use air, water, energy and natural materials, or in 
other words natural endowments. Therefore, the main aim and 
subject of this expo is to explain how to treat these endowments 
correctly. This education conforms to healthy nutrition and fair 
distribution of food through correct use of foodstuffs by showing 
a proper behavior against natural resources and energy. 

In other words, this is the same approach towards exploiting 
the earth and supplying foodstuff which has been available in all 
nations’ cultures, up to recent century, where the sustainability 
is achievable through establishing a balance between resources 
and consumption as well as respecting the land. Iranian culture 
is not an exempt so that respecting the nature and preserving it 
are manifested in all elements of the beliefs of people all over 
Iran. Nature is constituted by four elements: light (fire), water, 
wind and soil (the earth). These are considered as the essence 
and inherence of the nature. The balance of these elements 
ensures the sustainability of nature. Ancestors believed that 
the overflowing of any element can lead to natural disasters. 
Therefore, maintaining this coordination has always had a 
dominant place in Iranian thoughts. 

A contemporary Iranian cook declares in her book, “Food of 
Life” that “the cuisine of any country is fundamental part of its 
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heritage. The ingredients reflect its geography while the savor 
and colors accent the aesthetic tastes of its inhabitants. And food 
is associated with so many major social events -births, weddings, 
funerals- that culinary traditions are intertwined with a country’s 
history and religion. This is especially true of Iran. 

Thousands of years ago, Zoroaster elaborated the ancient 
Myth of the Twins. One became good and the other evil; one 
the follower of truth and the other of falsehood. This concept of 
duality is typically Persian, and it extends beyond moral issues. 
Therefore, Persians often tend to balance light and darkness, 
sweet and sour, hot and cold.

For Iranians, food is also classified as “hot” (Garmi), which 
“thickens” the blood and speeds the metabolism, and “cold” (Sardi), 
which “dilutes” the blood and slows the metabolism. Dates and 
grapes for instance, are “hot” fruits; plums, peaches and oranges are 
“cold”. It takes a certain skill to correctly select good food for the 
family, since people too can have “hot” and “cold” natures and that 
an extremely out-of-balance diet can lead to illness.  

Increasingly, science is discovering links between food and 
health. And while the ancient Persian system of balance does not 
eliminate the need for doctors, experience has proven that is an 
excellent nutritional adjunct to good health.” 

In the process of supplying food and in the nutrition customs 
of Iranian folks, some outstanding measures, including 
respecting the land, coordination with region, correct use of land, 
irrigation and making regions prosperous and finally providing 
healthy and natural foods are apparent in all ceremonies like 
Nowruz (Persian New Year), Yalda (winter solstice), Mehrgan 
(Persian festival of autumn) and Tirgan (promoting Iranian arts 
and culture), and so on. Food with different designs has been the 
essential component of ceremonies. It implies the type, thought, 
content and concept of a ceremony. Notification of time is the 
background of all ceremonies. All ceremonies that are related 
to nutrition and agriculture, have been set and held based on the 
most accurate Iranian calendars (solar calendar) that are based on 
the rotation of the earth. 

According to Iranian culture and based on a base initiated by 
Ferdowsi and followed by all Iranian poets, philosophers and 
scholars, the essence of the universe has been established on 
intellect. 

The thought cannot go beyond this boarder
The Iranian share in the nutrition of human beings contains 

the concepts indicating Iranian use of wisdom and intellect and 
the quality of their understanding of intellectual ways in feeding 
human beings and live entities.  

In other words, feeding human beings is an intellectual challenge 
and rationality is the base of sustainability, fruition and exploitation.

Every religion, culture and country has its own beliefs, and 
consequently its own customs about food consumption. From the 
Iranian point of view, human beings have been invited to a divine 
party and are guests before God’s tablecloth. The deliberative point 
is the vision of human beings in this matter and the way by which 
they treat it. The divinity of this belief in Iranian consumption 
culture has resulted in the definition of four thought processes: 

a) Fairness
b) Charitable donation
c) Contentment 
d) Thanksgiving (To thank god)
By observing these components, Iranians can establish 

a balance with nature and comply with it. In the field of 
ceremonies, food has a meaning beyond mere consumption.    

In the ceremonies, food design is a differentiating component 
of ceremonies in different ethnic groups. The design of food 
and related substances is a manifestation of Iranian art which 

and controlling undesired effect of rain showers.
Therefore, the project was designed as a piece of cloth on 

which thousands of villages were placed. The villages are cells 
that can become vibrant by using water. Therefore a design with 
diversity and variety must be adopted. 

The structure of Iran pavilion was folded to protect the visitors 
from environmental factors. Rotation direction and spatial layout 
was set considering the specifications of Chile pavilion. The ceiling 
of the rotating wall is decorated with Iranian mirror work with 
parametric and rotating mirrors. As a result, people standing outside 
of the pavilion can have an image of indoor activities of the pavilion 
and this can invite them inside. Imaginary world and the real world 
of the Iranian people are seen in the reflection of this ceiling. There 
is a fine difference between the real life and imaginary life of 
Iranians and this is what is seen in the reflection of the ceiling.

In order to create the feeling of suspension and to expand the 
visual horizon of the visitors while standing next to the bulky Chile 
pavilion, the pavilion was placed on a bed of 10 cm marshland. 

is unique in the world. In other words, food arrangements and 
designs are the same as those used for arranging gardens, villages 
and Persian carpets. This is nothing but an acknowledgement 
and saying thanks to values. The word of “Barekat”, meaning 
blessing, is used to emphasize this concept. 

One of the important adornments in Iranian dining culture 
through the ages is the use of a flat tray. This tray is put on the 
floor and the food is spread over it. This gives and abstract image 
of the land, platform, scene, podium and paradise (a piece of 
land with specific boundaries). The origin of this concept is the 
Iranian belief in divine festivity and abundance of heavenly 
blessings. From Iranian point of view, nature is a colorful 
tablecloth and demonstrates the divine blessing and affluence.

In Persian literature, the meaning of banquet and blessing 
are combined in “divine table” and it reflects all earthly and 
heavenly blessings. “Divine Table” is a pure Persian word and 
it is also used in Lori, Kurdish, Baluchi, Afghani and few other 
languages. It is referred to as Khan-e- Karam (generosity table), 
Khan-e- Ehsan (grace table), Khan-e- Maani (conceptual table).

If you are thankful for the affluence, this will add your affluences
If you ignore the affluences, this will deprive you from those 

affluences
Depending on different occasions and customs, the abstractive 

paradise is manifested in different forms like tablecloth, table, 
large tray and its concept is tied to food, like the marriage tray, 
piece of cloth set for wedding ceremonies and Haft Sin (Iranian 
New Year’s table arrangement) and etc.
SOFREH (TABLECLOTH)

Sofreh, in the most common usage of the term, is a piece of 
cloth that is spread on the floor, on which dishes of food are 
placed at meal times. Since sitting at dining tables has become 
increasingly common nowadays, the word may also refer to an 
ordinary tablecloth. Apart from this usual meaning in Persian, the 
word Sofreh has become associated with a number of religious, 
ceremonial (such as the Sofreh-ye ʿaqd, the marriage ceremony 
spread; and of the Haft Sin spread of the Nowruz celebrations), 
on which food is either served or put out for display.

In general, Sofrehs may be divided into three kinds: the 
“presentational”, the “votive”, and the “gratulatory.” The most 
common forms of presentational Sofrehs are those of haft sin, 
and wedding. The votive Sofrehs are offered as supplicatory 
offerings to various holy figures for securing a favor. The 
gratulatory Sofreh is offered after the supplicant has received the 
help for which he or she offered the Sofreh in the first place.
PAVILION MASSING AND DESIGN, 
BASED ON THE THEORETICAL 
PLANS OF THE PROJECT 

Considering the concept of Milan Expo, which is the 
reconciliation of nature and life through focused thinking and 
intellectual synergy and geography, discussed in a broad scale, it 
was concluded that such a nature will not rise from architecture 
and construction. This means that natural elements, or in other 
words landscape architecture and design, are a proper response to 
the challenges ahead.  

The reality of Sofreh in Iran, both in terms of spreading food 
and heartfelt feelings, is the fulfillment of human obligations 
against the affluences bestowed to human beings by God. The 
main vision of this design was merely delivering and presenting 
and not exploiting. To achieve this goal, a page or a theatrical 
scene has been designed regarding the future of the planet. There 
is a minimized dependency on mechanical facilities through 
providing appropriate shading, natural horizontal and vertical 
ventilation, mitigating undesired effects of heat and humidity, 
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IRAN TO 
BECOME 
WORLD’S 
4TH 
SCIENTIFIC 
POWERS 
BY 2018

First Vice Speaker of Iran’s Majlis Mohammad Hassan 
Abutorabi-Fard says forecasts indicate that Iran will be the 
world’s fourth scientific power by 2018.

“According to forecasts by some credible research 
organizations, in 2018, only the three countries of China, the 
US and the UK will rank ahead of Iran in terms of science 
production,” Abutorabi-Fard said in a message to a conference 
on research and technology in Iran’s 20-Year Outlook Plan held 
in New Delhi.

Iran’s 20-Year Outlook Plan document envisages the country’s 
cultural, scientific, economic and political situation as the first 
Middle East power by 2025 through four development plans.

Based on the document, Iran’s scientific and technological 
status must rank second in the region by early 2015, Abutorabi-
Fard pointed out.

Iran has currently formed nine scientific committees to 
organize and coordinate the country’s achievements in new 
scientific areas, including nanotechnology, biotechnology, 
herbal medicines, aerospace, information technology, renewable 
energies, water and drought and environment, the lawmaker said.

According to recent statistics by Thomson Reuters, Iran’s share 
of global science production in 2013 was 1.57 percent, putting 
the country in 20th position in the world.

Iran’s 2009 growth rate in science and technology was highest 
globally, being 11 times faster than the world’s average rate.

What follows are excerpts from media reports on Iran’s 
scientific achievements compiled by Iran International.

Iranian Universities among Top Asian Institutions
Three Iranian universities are among the top 100 universities in 

Times Higher Education Asia University Rankings 2015, which 
are based on the same criteria as the World University Rankings 
― powered by Thomson Reuters. They judge world-class 
universities across all of their core missions on basis of teaching, 
research, knowledge transfer and international outlook.

Sharif University of Technology ranked 43 with overall score 
of 37.7; Isfahan University of Technology ranked 61 with overall 
score of 32.7; and Iran University of Science and Technology 
ranked 69 with overall score of 30.6.

The top three universities of Times Higher Education Asia 
University Rankings 2015 include The University of Tokyo, 
National University of Singapore (NUS), and The University of 
Hong Kong respectively.

In this year’s rankings, Japan has lost its crown to its main 
regional rival, China. China has made significant progress and 
overtaken Japan as Asia’s number one nation for world-class 
universities with 21 institutions in the top 100.

Iranians Make First Memory Cell Mimicking Brain
Three Iranian scientists and their colleagues at RMIT 

University in Australia have developed a longtime memory, 
mimicking information process as conducted by brain. They have 
developed an electronic long-term memory cell that can mimic 
the way the human brain processes information.

The world’s first-ever electronic multi-state memory cell 
mirrors the brain’s ability to simultaneously process and store 
multiple strands of information. The development brings the 
researchers closer to imitating the electronic aspects of the 
human brain. This is a vital step toward creating a bionic 
brain that researchers could experiment on to potentially lead 
to a treatment of common neurological conditions, such as 
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s disease.

Dr. Hossein Nili, lead author of the study, said: “This new 

discovery is significant as it allows the multi-state cell to store 
and process information in the very same way that the brain 
does. If you could replicate a brain outside the body, it would 
minimize ethical issues involved in treating and experimenting 
on the brain, which can lead to better understanding of 
neurological conditions.”

Iran Ranks Highest in ME for Top Universities
The CWTS Leiden Ranking 2015 has listed 13 Iranian 

universities among 750 top ranking universities in the world.
According to deputy of Islamic World Science Citation Center 

Ali Gazani, Iran holds the highest ranking among regional 
countries in CWTS Leiden Ranking 2015.

The 13 universities selected are:  Isfahan University of 
Technology, Amirkabir University of Technology, Sharif 
University of Technology, University of Tabriz, Iran University 
of Science & Technology, University of Tehran, Shahid Beheshti 
University, Tarbiat Modares University, Shiraz University, 
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Islamic Azad University of 
Science & Research Tehran, Islamic Azad University of Science 
& Research Tehran, Tehran University of Medical Science, and 
Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Science.

Iranian Scientist Receives 2015 Eric Kandel Prize
Iranian scientist Yasser Roudi has been awarded the 2015 Eric 

Kandel Young Neuroscientists Prize.
ICTP (International Center for Theoretical Physics) Research 

Staff Associate Yasser Roudi has been awarded the 2015 Eric 
Kandel Young Neuroscientists Prize for important contributions 
to the applications of statistical physics to network reconstruction 
and the understanding of information processing.

The award which is named after the 2000 Nobel Laureate Eric 
Kandel, “recognizes the work of outstanding young scientists in the 
field of neuroscience and helps advance their careers as researchers” 
and “is the most prestigious award for the next generation of top 
neuroscientists in Europe,” according to FENS website.

Established in 2010 by the Hertie Foundation in collaboration 
with FENS, the Kandel prize is given to outstanding young 
scientists in the field of neuroscience to help advance their 
careers as researchers.

Yasser who is now 33 studied Physics at Sharif University 
of Technology in Tehran and obtained his PhD from SISSA, 
Trieste in 2005.

The awarding ceremony was on 28 May 2015 at Paulskirche, 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany.

Iranian Scientists Unveil Domestically Made 
Surgery Robot

Avicenna, specifically designed to carry out laparoscopic 
operations, was unveiled during Iran's Second International 
Innovation and Technology Exhibition (INOTEX 2015).

“This robot is an advanced remote surgery system that operates 
with a monitor and two robotic arms,” said Farzam Farahmand, 
the director of the Avicenna project.

He added that the Iranian robot can also be used “for 
abdominal and prostate surgery” with a surgeon controlling the 
arms and viewing the operation via the monitor.

Iranian Scientist Receives Major NASA Grant
Iranian Scientist Bahram Mobasher at the University of California, 

Riverside, has received nearly $4.5 million as part of NASA’s Minority 
University Research and Education Project (MUREP).

The grant will provide funding for a five-year research 
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project called ‘Fellowships and Internships in Extremely Large 
Data Sets’, which aims to develop research and education 
opportunities in big data and visualization, according to 
information from the university.

FIELDS is a collaborative project between UCR, NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, the California State University system 
and the state’s two-year community colleges. The program will 
train underrepresented minority undergraduate and graduate 
students in science, technology, engineering and math fields.

Iran's Science and Technology Progress 
Admirable: UNESCO Official

Assistant Director-General of UNESCO said that she has always 
admired the advances Iran has made in science and technology.

Flavia Schlegel made the remarks in a meeting with Iran's 
Minister of Science, Research and Technology Mohammad Farhadi.

Schlegel acknowledged institutionalization of innovation in 
Iranian cultural domain and said that cooperation between Iran 
and UNESCO has always been useful and the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is willing to 
consider challenges and adopt practical techniques to consolidate 
and strengthen cooperation with Iran.

She added that UNESCO always acknowledged the 
achievements Iran has made in medical science, medicine, 
technologies and innovation. She said that 'Iran is a living pattern 
for combination of tradition and innovation.'

Iranian-Developed Technique Can Explain 
Universe’s Birth

Astrophysicists have developed a new method for calculating 
the effect of Rayleigh scattering on photons, potentially allowing 
researchers to better understand the formation of the Universe.

UBC theoretical cosmology graduate student Elham Alipour, 
UBC physicist Kris Sigurdson and Ohio State University 
astrophysicist Christopher Hirata probed the effect of Rayleigh 
scattering ― the process that makes the sky appear blue when the 
Sun’s photons are scattered by molecules in the atmosphere ― on 
the cosmic microwave background (CMB), Science Daily wrote.

The CMB is the oldest light in the universe, which originated 
when electrons combined with protons to form the first atoms. 
These primordial atoms were also the first to Rayleigh scatter light.

Iranian Professor Receives Arrhenius Award
A professor of Khajeh Nasir Toosi University of Technology 

was awarded the Arrhenius Research Award 2015 in 
environmental science.

From among 500 competitors, Ahmad Mirbaqeri received 
the Arrhenius Research Award for his mathematic model of 
simulating the quality of underground water resources.

The research has analyzed and evaluated Damghan Basin 
hydrochemically and investigates the qualitative and quantitative 
changes in groundwater resources of the basin.

The study has been published on Water Resources Research 
and the Journal of Energy and Environmental Science.

Iranian Scientist Designs New Microchip to 
Capture Circulating Tumor Cells

An Iranian scientist Mahnaz Zeinali along with her colleagues at 
Massachusetts General Hospital has developed a microfluid chip 
which can capture rare clusters of circulating tumor cells in body.

The vast majority of cancer deaths occur because of metastasis, 
where cancer cells spread and set up secondary tumors in other 

parts of the body. Now, a new device that captures very rare 
clusters of migrating cancer cells promises to open up new ways 
to study metastasis.

One way cancer spreads from the primary tumor to other parts 
of the body is when tumor cells break off and travel through the 
bloodstream. These circulating tumor cells (CTCs) are very rare, 
and travel either singly or in clusters.

Iranian Facilitates Invisible Data Transfer
An Iranian researcher Ehsan Farkhondeh and his colleagues at 

Apple have filed a patent to make future iPhone displays transmit 
“invisible data”. This could be in the form of machine readable 
information, such as barcodes, security details or QR codes that 
is meaningless to the user.

The idea is that iPhones will someday have two displays; one 
that a user can see and another display embedded beneath to 
transmit hidden data.

The concept, titled “Invisible Light Transmission via a Display 
Assembly”, was discovered in a patent application by Apple 
Insider. The multi-display concept could work using a single 
display that has pixels that quickly switch between visible and 
invisible information, according to the patent documents.

Iranian Scientist Finds How Brain Recognizes Face
An Iranian researcher Arash Afraz along with his colleagues 

at MIT has managed to solve the mystery of face recognition 
by human, using light to control neurons in a groundbreaking 
technique. They say the find solves the mystery of how primates 
including humans - can recognize faces. The team worked with 
macaque monkeys trained to correctly identify images of male or 
female faces.

Scientists have long attributed this ability to so-called 
'face-detector' (FD) neurons, thought to be responsible for 
distinguishing faces, among other objects. But no direct evidence 
has supported this claim - until now.

Iran Produces Herbal Diet Tea
Isfahan University of Technology researchers have developed 

herbal diet tea from momordica charantia also known as karela 
(bitter gourd) and olive leaf extracts.

Dr. Maryam Haqiqi and Dr. Amir Hossein Goli, members of 
the university’s Agriculture Faculty, and student of the university, 
Atefeh Shirvani, conducted the project.

Haqiqi, the project manager, said consumption of superfood 
drinks has increased in Iran.

“Karela contains active pharmaceutical ingredients such as 
glycosides, alkaloids and glycoproteins,” she said, adding that it 
also helps blood glucose control, carbohydrate metabolism and 
blood purification.

The expert noted that aqueous extract of olive leaves reduces 
blood sugar, hypertension, cholesterol and uric acid, stressing 
that it has antioxidant and antimicrobial properties. The product 
purifies the body from waste and toxins.

Iranian Scientists Create World’s First Hybrid 
Heart Valve

Two Iranian scientists have successfully created the first hybrid 
tissue-engineered heart valve with the use of a metal alloy.

Hamed Alavi, PhD, and Arash Kheradvar, MD, PhD, from the 
University of California in Irvine, developed the new valve, which 
can become a replacement for current valves thanks to its durability.

The findings of their research were published in an article in 
the latest edition of the Annals of Thoracic Surgery.
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Iran Self-Sufficient in Producing Hepatitis Vaccine, 
Ready to Export

Head of Pasteur Institute of Iran Mostafa Qaneyee announced the 
country’s self-sufficiency in hepatitis vaccine production, and said 
Iran can now start exporting the product to those nations in need.

“We have gained self-sufficiency by annually producing 5mln 
dozes of Hepatitis B vaccine and are ready to export,” Qaneyee said.

He added that the country has also produced three other 
medicines, including the Rabies vaccine, Pegylated Interferon 
(PEG-IFN) to treat hepatitis and Pegylated Erythropoietin to treat 
the patients with kidney problems.

Qaneyee said that the three new drugs are still waiting for 
authorities’ permission to enter the Iranian market.

Iran in May unveiled three new home-made drugs used to treat 
people with acute kidney problems, a nanotechnology mask and 
a water treatment system.

Nanotechnology Tapped to Produce Strong 
Aluminum Alloy

Production of alloys with high strength and reduction in 
production costs and energy consumption are some of the 
advantages of the new method.

Researchers at Amirkabir University of Technology in 
cooperation with Spanish scientists have developed a new 
process through which ultrafine grained and nanostructured 
materials with high strength can be produced.

The Islamic Republic News Agency reported on March 10 that 
aerospace and auto-making industries as well as those in which 
aluminum and other light metals are used have welcomed the 
research results.

Iran’s Nanotechnology Initiative Council said that 
nanocomposites and nanostructured metals can be produced 
through this method.

Iranian Researchers Introduce Environment-Friendly Method 
to Clean Up Oil Spills

The Nano-filter made from native plants can remove contamination 
from water and then be used as fuel in the industry sector.

The biological and chemical methods used around the world 
to clean up oil slicks at sea often have negative effects on the 
marine ecosystem and at times are ineffective. Researchers 
at a science and technology park in Hormuzgan Province 
have recently used three plants native to Iran to work out an 
environment-friendly solution to dealing with the issue.

Iranian Researchers Convert Injecting Chemo 
Drugs to Edible Forms

A majority of drugs used in chemotherapy need to be injected 
at medical centers. With higher absorption, edible chemo drugs 
can be taken in the comfort of home by patients.

Iranian researchers at Tehran University of Medical Sciences 
have developed a drug carrying system, capable of converting 
injecting chemo drugs to edible form.

Shahrouz Saremi, the lead author of the research, said studies 
were made to produce mucoadhesive nano-particles using 
chitosan polymer for transferring edible anti-cancer drugs.

He said the study is focusing on designing a system which 
converts injecting drugs to edible forms so that patients could 
undergo chemotherapy through edible medicines without having 
to visit medical centers.

The researchers produced the edible drug using thiolated 
chitosan and polymethyl methacrylate polymers.

Professor Samiei Honored with China Shenzhen 
Citizenship

A hospital in Shenzhen, China has been named after world-
class Iranian neurosurgeon Majid Samiei, who also has been 
offered the citizenship of the Chinese city.

Professor Majid Samiei of Iran has been given the honorary 
citizenship of the Chinese city of Shenzhen where a 1,600-bed 
mega hospital is now named after him.

In appreciation of the valuable scientific services of Professor 
Samiei in training hundreds of brain and neurological surgeons in 
China, a hospital in Shenzhen has been named ‘Professor Samiei 
International Medical Center’.

It came after Professor Samiei received the highest scientific 
emblem of China dubbed as ‘Chinese Friendship Award’ from 
the Chinese premier in 2007.

Makran Robotic Team Wins Gold, Silver Medals 
in Switzerland Invention Contests

Makran, a robotic team from Sistan and Baluchistan Province, 
has won gold and silver medals at the 43rd Switzerland 
International Invention Contests.

Makran Robotic Team has won two gold and silver medals in 
Switzerland International Invention Contests.

Sistan-Baluchestan Province Governor General’s Advisor 
Mohsen Kalvandi, the head of the Makran Robotic Team, said 
that Abdolahad Pakbaz, Nasser Nosrat Zehi and Mohammad 
Baset Derazehi are the members of the winning team titled 
Makran Robotic Team sponsored by the Chabahar Free 
Economic Zone.

The Makran Robotic Team had already scooped the first award 
at the International Aerial Robotics Competition (IARC) in 
Shanghai, China.

A Robotic Companion to Ease the Loneliness of the 
Elderly

Iranian associate professor Dr. Farshid Amirabdollahian has 
coordinated ACCOMPANY project to build service robots to 
help the elderly with an independent life.

The ACCOMPANY project consists of a robotic companion as 
part of an intelligent environment, providing services to elderly 
users in a motivating and socially acceptable manner to facilitate 
independent living at home. The ACCOMPANY system provides 
physical, cognitive and social assistance in everyday home tasks, 
and contributes to the re-ablement of the user, i.e. assist the user 
in being able to carry out certain tasks on his/her own. (Compiled 
from Iranian Media) 
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One thousand years ago, Abu Ali Al-Hussein Ibn Abdullah 
Ibn Sina – or simply Avicenna, as the westerners say – 
the Iranian genius and polymath lived in Persia and wrote 

many magnificent books. During a dynamic intellectual period, 
of the Samanian Dynasty in the “greater Kharazm” (Khorassan) 
part of the world, Avicenna not only wrote excellently but also 
debated strongly and critically with his many opponents – 
certainly affecting their works (including that of Biruni) – and 
later on that of Alberto Magnus and also Thomas Aquinas. Two 
of these books are introduced below: the Danesh Nameh Alai 
(from which the Metaphysica comes) and  Ghanoon Fi Al Tebb 
(or Canon of Medicine). Both are rooted in, and combinations 
of, philosophy, ethics, theosophy, nature, psychology, the human 
soul, medicine, astronomy, mathematics and logic. 

Avicenna was born in Bukhara, and died in Hamedan at the 
age of fifty eight. His intelligence had enabled him to learn 
most of available knowledge by his youth; he had memorised 
the Quran while a child. His prowess earned him the title 
of Shaikh Al Rais (or prince of philosophers) during his 
own lifetime. He started medicine while quite a youngster, 
undertook practice (usually without payment) and developed 
new methods of healing – while Avicenna’s healing of the then 
Sultan gained him access to the royal library to read and learn. 
It is said he was religiously quite devout – and knew fiqh. 
He wrote extensively on Islamic philosophy and many of his 
works link religion and philosophy: the Proof of Prophecies 
holds the Quran in high esteem. 

Almost half of Avicenna’s works are versified and his poems 
appear in both Arabic and Persian. Edward G. Browne claims 
that some verses are incorrectly attributed to Omar Khay’yam 
and in fact were written by Avicenna, especially the following: 
up from earth's centre through the seventh gate, I rose, and on 

the throne of Saturn sate, and many knots unravel'd by the road, 
but not the master-knot of human fate. His influence on both 
western and Islamic teaching remained until the 17th Century. 

It is said he had read Aristotle’s Metaphysica fourty times – 
and before fully grasping it through the help of Farabi. Most of 
his scientific works were written in Arabic. His Danesh Nameh 
Alai (Metaphysica) was, however, written in pure Persian. 
Avicenna created a new scientific vocabulary in the latter – that 
had not previously existed in Persian. The Metaphysica covers 
such topics as logic, metaphysics, music theory and other 
sciences of his time. The book is also important in respect to 
Persian scientific works.

The Metaphysica well indicates his logic and thought. 
Avicenna had clarified that the esoteric (internal soul, which 
is eternal) and the external (world, that is limited) are separate 
yet integrated wholes: mahiat and wujud. The concept and 
understanding of Towhid has always been crucial for the 
Muslim. Our existence is from a cause – an original, invisible 
creator – yet, the cause is also present and exists with its 
effects, without needing those effects or being dependent on 
them: the existence of God and His creation of the world was 
scientific, logical and reasonable.

His approach to the theory of knowledge was that it was 
inherent, and that any individual could obtain truth and 
knowledge without a master or teacher (perhaps through self-
knowledge). Avicenna’s famous “thought experiment” suggests 
that if a human imagines himself/herself being created all at 
once while suspended in the air, while cut off from all sense 
experience, then we would be capable of determining our own 
existence and that there would still be self-consciousness. In 
other words, Avicenna believed that the spirit is a perfection, 
independent of the body, and an immaterial substance. The 

AVICENNA 
(980 – 1037)
Mohammad Ali Farzin*1 

1 * The views presented in this article are solely of the writer and do not represent the view/position of the organization that the author is employed with. The article 
has utilized information from the following: Avicenna’s Medicine by Abu-Asab, Amri and Micozzi (2013); The Metaphysica of Avicenna by Morewedge (1973); and 
various other information sources.

August 23 marks the National Day 
of Physicians in commemoration 
of the great Iranian philosopher 
and physician Avicenna.

On the same occasion, Iran has 
planned to celebrate its National 
Day at Expo Milan 2015 on 
August 23.

The following article has been 
prepared about the high status 
and services of this great Iranian 
polymath.
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“living human intelligence” was the conduit by which God 
communicates truth to the human mind, and also imparts order. A 
number of his books well pertain to this approach.

Avicenna also believed in the larger space: that astrology and 
each planet had some influence on the earth, but argued against 
astrologers actually being able to determine exact effects. His 
writings had some influence on later writers, and he also wrote 
the Summary of the Almagest, with an appended treatise "to 
bring that which is stated in the Almagest and what is understood 
from Natural Science into conformity". 

The Canon of Medicine was the standard medical text for 
hundreds of years in Medieval universities. Avicenna wrote it 
in 1012, while living in the present day Caspian Sea area. It 
was based on Greek pillars of thought and describes disease, 
their causes and means to heal them – shaping it in terms of 
the Greco-Islamic-Arabic medical system. Though the roots 
can be traced to Galen, the basic knowledge of medicine as a 
healing system was developed by Avicenna. His medical texts 
were unusual in that where controversy existed between Galen 
and Aristotle's views on medical matters (such as anatomy), 
he preferred to side with Aristotle, where necessary updating 
Aristotle's position to take into account post-Aristotelian 
advances in anatomical knowledge. The Canon significantly 
increased Avicenna's importance in medieval Europe in 
comparison to other Islamic writers on medicine. His influence 
following translation of the Canon was such that from the early 
fourteenth to the mid-sixteenth centuries he was ranked with 
Hippocrates and Galen as one of the acknowledged authorities, 
princeps medicorum (prince of physicians).

The Canon presents available medical theories and submits 
them to a critical analysis – which is both theoretical and based 
on Avicenna’s own clinical experience and observations while 
treating patients – ridding medicine of superstition and ingraining 
objectivity. The Canon also suggested how to effectively test 
new medicines. The explanations of biological phenomena 
are fascinating, such as that related to ageing in relation to 
hydration and energy (and very similar to modern views) – superb 
understandings of biology with little technical instruments and 
no molecular biology knowledge. Or, as some believe, a major 
theme throughout the Canon is the suggestion that cellular energy 
is a main key to the proper functioning of tissues and the health 
of organisms – a modern view too. Further, the constant emphasis 
in the book on prevention of disease and preservation of health is 
truly humane – a holistic approach for human health.

The Canon has chapters on physiology, pathology, hygiene, 
methods of treating disease, and the composition and preparation 
of remedies. The theory of temperaments encompass emotional 
aspects, mental capacity, moral attitudes, self-awareness, 
movements and dreams. As in the Metaphysica, the Canon 
emphasises the role of the soul as a lightweight, fine entity, and 
utilises the theory of humours and temperaments. The latter are 
invoked as real entities responsible for health and sickness: the 
four causes of the peripatetic system. Many medical writer who 
have dismissed humour theory and thrown it into the scrap heap 
of history, like Averroes, have not probably understood what was 
originally meant by humours (perhaps believing that humours 
are blood constituents or substitutes). Avicenna considered them 
as energy nutrients that provide the building blocks of blood – as 
biochemical and macromolecular composites of foods and intakes. 
Western, modern medicine is concerned with the measurement of 
quantity of biochemicals in the bloodstream. Avicenna’s medicine 
was concerned with both quantity and quality. The summary of the 
four humours and temperaments are as below: 

The link between body and mental facilities is also stated 

many times. In the Canons Avicenna divides temperament into 
that which is harmonious and that which is non-uniform. “In 
addition to the signs of the normal temperament already given, 
there are: mental faculties including vigor of imagination, 
intellectual power, and memory.” And “in brief, there is non-
uniformity of temperament among the members; or, perchance, 
the principal members depart from equability and come to be of 
contrary temperament, one deviating towards one, another to its 
contrary. If the components of the body are out of proportion, it 
is unfortunate both for talent and reasoning power.” 

Some of Avicenna’s works
• Danesh Nameh Alai (The Book of Scientific Knowledge or 

Metaphysica).
• Kitab Shafa (The Book of Healing). His major work on 

philosophy. 
• Risalaht Fi Sirr Al-Qadr (Essay on the Secret of Destiny). 
• Kitab Nejat (The Book of Salvation).
• Ghanoon Fi Al Tebb (The Canon of Medicine). 
• Sirat Shaykh Al Rais (The Life of Avicenna). His own 

autobiography. 
• Isharat Wa Tanbihat (Remarks and Admonitions). 
• Hayy Ibn Yaqdhan (Philosophus Autodidactus)
• Andar Danesh Rag (On the Science of the Pulse). 

Humour Type Characteristics
Blood (sanguine or dam) wet and hot; red coloured ; without smell.

Phlegm (balgham) wet and cold; resembles egg white; sweet 
smell.

Yellow bile 
(choleric or safra) dry and hot; blood foam that is bright red 

in colour.

Balck bile 
(melancholic or soda) dry and cold;

part of blood that is 
sedimentary, residual and 

causes its turbidity.
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In the recent century and with the culmination and 
universalization of the industrial age, environmentalists find 
technology the destroyer of human, animal and even plant 

habitats and voice strong objection to this situation.
It should be admitted without prejudice that the high speed of 

the industrialization machine prevented environmental guards, 
advocates, sympathizers and those concerned with human safety 
to take timely action in erecting embankments and barriers 
against such a giant and all-embracing tsunami. 

This flaw prevented the purity of the Planet Earth from 
being safeguarded and the untroubled lives of human 
beings, other creatusres and the plants have been affected by 
harmful substances such as the greenhouse gases, sea water 
contamination, river pollutions, unclean air, prevalence of 
different types of cancers and diseases, mental and psychological 
disorders, low quality and chemicalization of foodstuffs, fruits 
and drinking water. 

In light of the hostility these pollutants demonstrate, merely 
expressing concern over the lives of creatures today and the days 
to come is not enough. 

Of course, there is hope that in recent decades feeling social 
responsibility had not been confined to the elites, scholars and 
scientists in societies and more people from different walks of 
life are paying attention to their social responsibilities. In line 
with those concerned and by applying technical and professional 
mechanisms and abiding by protective regulations of this 
kind, production corporates feel more professional and moral 
responsibility towards reducing and preventing formation of 
pollutants. 

Production corporates, in line with those concerned about 
the society and by the application of technical and professional 
mechanisms and by abiding by protective regulations of this 
kind, are feeling more professional and moral responsibility 
towards reducing and preventing formation of the pollutants. 

Organizing different seminars and forums, conducting research 

works, contributing articles, introducing new regulations, 
exercising different kinds of supervision and preventive methods 
are among such promising measures which make human beings 
hopeful about having a healthy living, working and entertaining 
environment in the future. 

This year, the theme of the Expo, which is the biggest and the 
longest economic and cultural event in the world, is “Feeding 
the Planet, Energy for Life”. Paying attention to the two subjects 
of food and the environment is an indication of taking human 
beings and their status of growth and development seriously.

In Expo Milano 2015, which is the 27th of its kind in the 
world, over 150 world countries are present and it is estimated 
that up to 250,000 people will visit the expo on a daily basis. 
Paying attention to and focusing on the topic of food and 
the environment is a promise for preventing and deterring 
destructive elements which are threatening human beings.

For its part, Iran, our great, ancient and historical country, has 
made efforts to take steps in the best possible way along with 
other world countries to develop this concept and basic necessity.

Displaying the Iranian Sofreh (tablecloth), a sign of Iranians’ 
generosity and a manifestation of their attitude towards food for 
all, as well as paying attention to flowers and ornamental plants 
in decorating Iran’s pavilion shows the value our people attach to 
the green space, something that has been favored by Iranians for 
long. 

We hope that Expo Milano 2015 and its focus on food and the 
environment will be a wakeup call for those who have not come 
to their senses yet. Obviously, by renewed contemplation and a 
far-sighted and sharp look at our living or working environment, 
each of us can contribute and discharge our obligation and 
responsibility toward cleaning the Planet Earth and preventing its 
pollution and creating further safety and security for the children 
of today and tomorrow. 

MESSAGES 
OF MILAN 
EXPO

Ahmad Pourfallah 
President, Iran-Italy Chamber
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The recent Geneva accord has provided a new international relations opportunity for Iran. It will help raise Iran’s chance 
of becoming more firmly rooted on an appropriate development path to improve the real standard of living and welfare of 
ordinary Iranians. The rise in trade volume growth, and the subsequent effects on domestic GDP growth and employment 

generation, will be the instrument. The quality of the overall outcome will, of course, depend on how the Government plans and 
manages this opportunity – especially how it will work through into small and medium sized enterprise (SME) development, 
employment generation towards “full employment”, and also a more optimal use of the countries natural resources and 
intermediate goods production.

The new international agreement will ease sanctions, enable more international trade and financial exchange, and improve on 
development processes: a positive step towards the type of inclusive and sustainable growth outcomes that the people of Iran well 
deserve. The agreements should generally raise trade volume, perhaps significantly, and enable Iran’s economy to work and perform 
closer to its potential socio-economic-resource transformation possibility frontier. For this to happen appropriately, however, 
trade policy should be fully linked up with social-economic-resource (sustainable) development policy – so as to ensure the new 
opportunity is fully synchronized and utilized to benefit all the people.

The impact of increased total trade volume (i.e. both imports and exports) on ordinary peoples income improvements are 
significantly debated by economists. For Iran, a significant rise in GDP growth and employment generation could follow – but also 
more and better investment and technology. 

In 2012, Iran’s total trade volume (both import and exports) was about $195 billion, on the basis of information from Eurostat/IMF. 
In 2014 it probably remained the same, given recent bad national economic performance. Most of Iran’s trade is with BRICS countries 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) – with a total value of $56 billion, or 28% of Iran’s total trade value – which also saw 
a huge surplus for Iran. Of these, China alone had $30 billion and India about $16 billion. The Gulf Cooperation Council has a total 
of $35 billion (17%). Next, Japan and South Korea combined have $23 billion (or 11.6%). With the European Union, Iran is currently 
trading approximately $17 billion (about 9%). 

Of this total figure, Iran’s exports are about $105 billion: mostly oil and gas, but also about $40 billion in non-oil exports. The country’s 
imports were $90 billion or so. Most of imports (33%) came from GCC countries. Most of exports went to China (22%). Interestingly, 
well over half of all imports into Iran are intermediary goods; then follow capital goods, while consumption goods imports make up a 
relatively smaller proportion in terms of value. In terms of structure the following table (for 20112) is indicative of the percentage of value 
of trade: non-oil exports are mainly minerals and petrochemicals; imports are foods and intermediates and machinery.

Mohammad Ali Farzin*1

(PhD – Development Economist)

Imports Non-Oil Exports

All Foods 0.16 0.16

Minerals 0.07 0.31

Chemicals 0.08 0.19

Plastics 0.06 0.10w

Woods and pulps 0.03 0.02

Textiles and clothes 0.03 0.04

Stones 0.03 0.04

Base metals 0.16 0.09

Machinery and equipment 0.25 0.03

Vehicles 0.06 0.01

Optics and related 0.03 0.00

Misc. manufactured 0.01 0.00

Art 0.04 0.00

THE NEW TRADE  OPPORTUNITY

1 * The views presented in this article are solely of the writer and do not represent the view/position of the organization that the author is employed with. 
2. SCI Statistical Yearbook – and should be noted the information base is different from EOROSTAT

Past Development Achievements 
Iran has already achieved much good development outcomes using good investment targeting. With a 76 million population, Iran 

is now at a high level of human development and also a high level middle income country (MIC) country. The Human Development 
Index (HDI), showing human capability, currently stands at 0.753; while the economy has a Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita 
of about $11,500 (adjusted for purchasing power parity (PPP)4; and the share of real GDP between different sectors of the economy 
in 2010 well indicates that agriculture (10%), industry (40% - including mining, construction and utilities) and services (50%) have 
become similar to other MIC countries5. The following table (based on World Bank data set – for 1988-2008) is indicative of the 
trends in Iran’s long term – average – human capacity to produce and function. The rising HDI trend, well indicates improvements in 
human development and human capital generally. 

Averages for the period 
(un-weighted averages) Employment (million)

GDP
per employed person in current 

$ – (Productivity)

Human Development 
Index  (HDI)

1988-2008 16.3 13,480 0.64
1988-1992 12.3 13,019 0.54
1993-1997 13.7 13,859 0.58
1998-2002 16.8 13,172 0.62
2003-2007 21.4 13,804 0.67

Iran’s capacity is also reflected in its various long term (twenty five year) growth rates per annum: the GDP growth rate per annum 
has averaged around 3.5%; gross investment growth around 5%; employment growth around 2.8%; and the HDI growth at 1.6%. 
Indeed the country’s HDI growth rate has been one of the highest in the world (and twice the global average), suggesting good past 
investments that have improved education, health and minimum material welfare.

Iranian development policy is also known for success in the delivery of services such as electricity, health and education, including to 
the poor, and for developments in infrastructure, banking, trade and industry. The 20 Year Perspective Plan, Article 44 of the Constitution 
and the regular Five Year Plans process have all helped such achievements: all promote economic growth and social development, and 
attempt to shift public programmes and institutions more toward enabling activities and away from direct interventions. The recent 
economic policy approaches6 also intend to improve space for private sector development activities, for SME’s and for the improved 
targeting of resource allocations that aim to raise income and reduce poverty for the ordinary household and business. 

Remaining Challenges
Iran’s potential real GDP level is much higher than the present: as is the basic capacity and human infrastructure required to 

support any higher growth rate. Actual GDP in 2011 was about $400 billion - at an exchange rate of $1 per 12,200 Rials. In per 
population terms this means $5,260 per capita - indicating a “middle income country” status. Potential GDP is more, however: the 
difference between potential and actual being due to significant unemployment, industrial under-capacity use and lower than possible 
investments, apart from any efficiency issues per se. One of the reasons for the current stag-flation in the country is that national 
investment is much less than national savings: further, there is also significant luxury consumption.. 

The national amayesh sarzameen work on Iran’s spatial, natural, human and capital resource availabilities, for comparative 
advantage information purposes, has well indicated economic potential. Once all available and able resources are working, 
productivity on current natural and capital resources is raised to appropriate efficiency levels, the five million or so unemployed and/or 
underemployed are put back to full employment, and new investment effects start to take place, Iran’s actual GDP could easily be 33% 
higher. Perhaps closer to $530 billion – or about $7,000 per capita – or another $130 billion added value to GDP levels. 

3. The UNDP Human Development Report 2013 ranks Iran as 75th in the world.
4. For example  – see World Development Indicators reports.
5. Central Bank of Iran, Annual Reports (various years), Center for Strategic Research, and also UN ESCAP Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific.
6. The 5th Plan, the 2011 Economic Transformation Plan and the recent 2014 Economic Growth Package are indicative.
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The existing welfare opportunity loss is significant, therefore. The above information suggests that a gap of about $1,700 per capita 
exists. From an inclusive and sustainable growth7 perspective the ability to utilize such potential, and for new trade improvements to 
enhance GDP growth, would depend on the meeting of certain minimum conditions. These include: the domestic challenges to SME 
development; need to improve enabling conditions for quality non-oil exports and quality job creation; more and better investment 
and technology; and an improved Government fiscal situation, along with funding support frameworks. Iran’s domestic institutional 
and working context require more enabling changes: public goods approaches to planning and regulation would also still remain 
necessary – if the trade improvement is to actually work through into development outcomes. This especially requires that possible 
adverse outcomes on inflation, human capital, natural resource sustainability and employment generation must be foreseen (and 
mitigated from the start), otherwise it may become a lost development opportunity. 

As is well known, Iran’s 5th Five-year Development Plan intended to achieve economic growth and social justice - so as to alleviate 
this gap between actual and potential GDP. The expected rise in trade volume growth will thereby support such Plan’s intent to 
achieve this kind of outcome. But by how would a rise in trade affect Iran’s welfare outcomes.

Trade Effects on GDP and Employment
Once improvements in international relations work through into trade, the likelihood of an increased growth rate in international 

trade volume would rise: the question is how much would just the rise in trade volume contribute to improvements in socio-economic 
development ? The following table sets out possible future scenarios, prompted by a 15% rise in trade volume annually (explained 
more below). GDP could then possibly rise yearly by two to three percentage points; while employment creation could be generated 
for up three or four hundred thousand jobs yearly. This is especially so if SME’s especially become active in this process and start 
adopting improved technologies and investing more.

Six Year Scenario : Optimistic - based on an annual 15% growth in trade volume.
 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Population - millions 76 77 78 79 80 81
Total Trade - $ billion 195 224 258 297 341 392
GDP - $ billion 400 408 424 450 477 505
GDP growth rate - % 2 4 6 6 6 6
GDP/cap - $ (approximate) 5,260 5,300 5,440 5,700 6,000 6,250
Income Distribution - Gini 0.4 0.4 0.37 0.37 0.35 0.35
Unemployment - million 5 4.5 4 3.5 3 2.5
Trade Contribution to GDP Growth % 3 3 3 3 3

If Iran did actually witness a yearly 15% annual growth rate in total trade volume, then the current volume of $190 billion could 
double to $392 billion within six years – by 2019.  If so, and given current conditions, BRICS trade could more than double to well 
above $130 billion within six years. The EU could also gain significantly, and perhaps more than the rest: gaining more than treble in 
six years to over $50 billion yearly. 

But how would such a rise in total material trade volume affect Iran’s standard of living ? Firstly, the impact of the extra $200 
billion or so trade volume on Iran’s GDP, over a six year period, could be probably calculated in such a manner to yield an additional 
(year-on-year average) of $13 billion value added on GDP per annum. That is a feasible figure. Such a double increase in trade volume 
may, therefore, provide up to 3% of the annual GDP growth. A significant amount. That would then potentially contribute to creation 
of additional 400,000 or so jobs yearly (at current estimates of GDP growth elasticities on employment growth). 

One could expect also an additional annual national consumption of about $8 billion and national saving of $5 billion – from the 
extra yearly $13 billion generated. If all the $5 billion is invested then additional multipliers will work through creating indirect jobs 
and incomes – probably about $10 billion more in GDP income the following year. The GDP income multiplier of higher levels of 
capital inflows (of about $10 billion per annum) would itself be about $20 billion yearly. The total probable new investment effect of 
trade opening would, therefore, be about $30 billion in new GDP income annually. 

All in all, the trade opening would probably lead to about $43 billion annually on GDP: directly ($13 billion) and indirectly ($30 
billion). If so, then Iran’s GDP growth could rise well above the current long term average of 4% – and the improved trade conditions 
on their own could contribute to just under half of the job creation that Iran’s yearly one million new job seekers require. The five 
million unemployment backlog, however, would have to be resolved through other means.

Domestic Challenges to Trade Effects
For such a scenario to succeed, however, it is crucial that employment generation, income growth, investment quality and selection 

Source: calculations based on conventional sustainability assumptions

7. inclusive and sustainable growth is when economic growth is accompanied by full employment, improved income distribution and better management of natural 
resources and intermediate goods usage: it thereby reduces inequality and poverty, and also sustains the future generations natural resource base. Given the high 
proportion of intermediate goods in Iran’s production process and imports, the risk of excess pressure on the natural resource base and on reductions in total factor 
productivity always remain (see works of economist Luigi Passineti).

(and accompanying technology choice) as well as income distribution be seen as an integrated whole and used as the basis for any 
trade policy. First, for trade to affect Iran’s development path, a crucial requirement is to generate employment. The heavy five 
million unemployment backlog is especially affecting educated youngsters: while being able to provide decent jobs for one million 
or so people coming yearly onto the labour market is critical. The aim of full employment of the over 30 million or so potential work 
force should remain a policy priority that trade must be linked to. Second, raising annual income (i.e. GDP – or better known as value 
added) growth is essential: from the low levels of the past few years to a more sustainable 5% level (or 6%).  This latter will enhance 
domestic production capacity to provide the extra new resources required for development – and to ultimately raise Iranians’ welfare. 
It can be undertaken through increased quality, targeted and results based investments in both private and public sectors. It can also be 
undertaken through “public-private-community partnerships”.

Thirdly, improving on the use of knowledge and technology in the investment process, including external and internal knowledge 
transferability, so as to help achieve a new reorganization of economic work practices, should be part of this. The use of “business 
incubators”, “accelerators” and “social enterprise” approaches and networks should be part of this package. This ensemble would help 
raise the performance and productivity of Iran’s over 30 million or so potential human capital, and improve on the innovation and 
information capacity of Iran’s significant stock of SME’s (small and medium sized enterprises). Getting national investment back on 
to a more optimal proportion with national savings, therefore, remains critical: as aggregate investment has been well below aggregate 
savings – leading to the kind of adverse growth dynamics we have recently witnessed and the subsequent stag-flation. 

An important challenge remains here. Given Iran’s current productivity structure, unless and only if innovation and technology 
selection is made in small and green technologies, (and given high intermediate goods proportions and flows) then the chance 
of biased technical change and possible falls in total factor productivity will remain and may even increase. Supporting SME 
development, especially through R&D efforts is one means for alleviating this risk.

Further, trade volume increases, if to be beneficial, cannot be isolated from income distribution. A goal of the 5th Plan is to reduce 
income inequality from the current official 0.40 Gini or so to about 0.35 Gini. This will then enable combined performance and equity 
in the economy, improve social responsibility and improve purchasing power for the 75 million consumers of the domestic market. 
It will reduce adverse and negative trade-offs in the system and enable trade and investment to work better together. An appropriate 
equity approach will, therefore, engender a more optimal proportion between national investment and national consumption – 
supporting sustainability and equity.

Supporting SME Development and Inter-Sector Partnerships
Achieving an overall inclusive growth and development outcome – even one based on SME development – would require that not 

only Iran’s GDP grow at a sustainably higher average rate than its past long term average of 3.5%, but that both capital and labour 
productivity (total factor productivity) also start rising above their combined low base. As mentioned, Iran’s current productivity 
structure is somewhat constrained and below potential. It is quite well known that well above 95% of businesses in Iran are small 
(and employ only up to 10 persons) while the remainder employ between 10-50 persons. Further, the private and cooperative sector 
together have only about 20% of GDP, while they employ about 80% of the labour force. Such overall imbalances in business size and 
in income-employment relations have generated adverse comparative advantage and economies of scale – affecting real wages and the 
ability to be productive and to export. Productivity and ability to pay good wages have remained low in Iran. They have also resulted 
in less than optimal proportion of resource use: especially in use of intermediate goods (which is excessive and wasteful); and have 
also prompted low efficiency wages (that are bad for productivity outcomes).

To circumvent, and ensure full use of the trade opportunity, this will require a more targeted and combined trade-investment-
technology policy: to enable the higher trade volume potential to work through into SME’s investment, raise employment and reduce 
inequality. In the 1990’s the East Asian Tigers followed a “flying geese” strategy that did something like this. New investments, 
especially in SME’s, and the crucial role of new public goods projects targeted at employment creation in both SME’s and less 
productive regions and groupings, are required to complement the trade opening if sustainability is to be ensured. 

Further, for trade opportunities to really work through , and remain sustainable, income inequality should be reduced: as many 
working people are low income and cannot properly become part of a virtuous economic cycle. This would require getting Iran’s 
millions of youngsters and unemployed back to productive work. A difficult task indeed. The trade approach must ensure inclusive 
and sustainable economic growth with full employment – and especially target lower income groups to have a higher standard 
of material welfare. One means would be through possible “public-private-community partnerships” (PPP) approaches. Such an 
approach enables improved policy, programme and investment application and sustainability: allowing trade effects and other 
resource allocations to work better and remain longer8. 

The PPP principle follows that of “sustainable development” which combines together the four dimensions of natural, social, 
economic and institutional in all its work and programming. It does this through a so-called “integrated” or “mainstreaming” manner 
and does not make policy or does not plan or does not invest in anything until the four dimensions are initially seen together. This 
approach also has another characteristic: it has adopted the development of “capacity” or “capability”, rather than the production of 
specific outputs. In principle, any new intervention or change that is based only on just one of the four dimensions would not do as a 

8. It is now well accepted that generally once income inequality is high, the length and duration of any growth rate will be shorter – and so more complementary 
investments (and costs) would be required to sustain any growth. This may also be reflected in high rents due to high financial interest rates (recent research by Iranian 
Ministry of Industry, Mines and Trade experts also well show this.
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solution of PPP. For example: just providing micro/small credit to anyone with a business proposal will not do as it would also require 
at least training and monitoring systems to ensure capacity development; or, just supporting the production of household handicrafts 
is insufficient without supporting development of required standards, training, credit systems, funds and guarantees; or, just focusing 
on private sector community based tourism development would be insufficient if higher level public investments and standards are not 
available to support.  For trade, this would mean easing trade restrictions, engendering the facility of trade guilds and lining them up 
with local producers. In principle, all aspects, at all levels, and all partners must come together and work together – and have common 
goals in a multi-sector or inter-sector manner. Public, private and community must plan and work together.

This latter general approach is, in fact, also well aligned with a resistance economy approach – as is now termed in Iran for 
developing local capacities for production, trade and consumption. The next 6th Year National Development Plan may consider the 
PPP approach as one possibility and solution.

Structural and Distribution Realities
Before the trade impact works through, the distribution reality must be faced. According to official data - derived through the national 

survey conducted to obtain information for the Law of Targeting Subsidies – up to fourty percent or so of the population are living below 
a relative income-poverty line (i.e. a line which is two thirds of median income). The impact of this on daily lives and livelihoods is 
significant: forcing people to work more time in order to make ends meet; hence signifying low productivity and efficiency; and more 
energy of all sorts expended when having more than two jobs (both a human capital and CO2 producing dilemma); and probable lack 
of savings and insufficient expenditure on human capital development requirements; etc. The subsequent pressures on the general social 
protection system is obvious. The input-output table below is indicative of the distribution structure in Iran. It shows value added and 
intermediate use in economic sectors: and employment and income inequality possibilities. It provides a picture of the areas in which 
increased trade volume could show itself and policy targeting may be undertaken – in order to alleviate trade constraints.

Economic Structure, Employment and Income Inequality – Approximate scenario figures from late 2000 period (value in 10’000 billion Rials)

Wages
(Cons -umption) Profit (Saving) Value Add 

(GDP)

Gov 
(tax and 
subsidy)

Inter 
-mediate 
Goods

Total 
Output

Potential 
Employ 
million

% of Total 
Employ

% of Total 
Value Added

% of Total 
Wages

Industry 35 56 91 14 70 175 4 13 18 15

Extractivew 21 63 84 - 56 140 1 3 17 9

Construction 28 21 49 - 21 70 2 7 10 12

Agriculture 42 14 56 - 14 70 6 20 11 18

Transport 28 28 56 - 14 70 1 3 11 12

Services 63 21 84 - 7 91 13 43 17 27

Utilities 3.5 3.5 7 3.5 3.5 14 0.5 2 1 1

Trade 7 28 35 - - 35 2 7 7 3

Finance 7 28 35 - - 35 0.5 2 7 3

Total 234.5 262.5 497 17.5 185.5 700 30

% Total Output 33.5 37.5 71 2.5 26.5 100

Value added made up 71% of total output value. Intermediate products made up about 26.5% of total output – and the huge 
yearly imports of intermediates in Iran is reflective of this. The relation between savings/profits is more than consumption/wages 
(respectively 37.5% and 33.5% of the value of total output). 

The differences in the distribution of sector employment, value added and wages are also indicators for threat and opportunity in 
taking advantage of new trade possibilities. For example, large discrepancies existed between agriculture and services: agriculture had 
only 11% of the total income but 20% of the total employment; while services employed 43% of the total labour force but received 
only 17% of total income. The latter is also well reflective of the low-salary position of employees. The highest savings/profits to 
consumption/wage proportions are in trade and finance, the lowest in agriculture and services. We also know (from yearly household 
income and expenditure surveys) that many Iranians are working on low incomes (possibly generally up to 35% of the people - based 
on two thirds of median national income measure): of which about 45% of those are involved in agriculture and construction sectors 
and about 40% of those are probably unskilled or skilled agricultural labourers. The threat of biased technology change is very real.

Trade policy must also be sensitive to these structural proportions – if it is concerned with outcomes. Especially on how they may 
reduce effective demand in the economy and, therefore, GDP growth potential: affecting the utilization of new trade opportunity. 
For example, the relationship between value added and intermediate goods use indicates the extent of efficiency in material usage. 
A higher proportion of value added in total output (i.e. proportionate less use of intermediates) would signify a more productive 
economy, of course – and total factor productivity would be higher. Further, a more sustainable (and more equitable) development 
path would also require that the consumption/wages proportion (of 33.5%) to increase to ensure effective demand and welfare 
together. All this – the sector distribution balances and the proportion of low income in the labour force – is crucial for a trade policy 
understanding (and for achieving 5th Plan goals). An inclusive and sustainable growth oriented trade policy would aim at changing 
the structural proportions - to perhaps the following: value added from 71% to about 75% of total output; wages from 33.5% to about 
38%. This would imply both efficiency and equity together. It would also mean a new national technology framework that is more 
productive and more equitable. 

Trade Strategy
Given the above, and to utilize potential new trade improvement, would require that trade policy focus on: a) labour productivity 

increases in SME’s; b) help employment  generation in deprived groups/sectors/regions; c) link up with better institutional 
mechanisms for income distribution in both current and new business contexts and investments; d) be part of planning for new 
targeted investments; e) and perhaps also become integrated into the regional planning level approach undertaken in tandem with the 
5th Plan directive to enable District level Governors and planning agencies to become empowered and capable for producing five year 
development plans. 

Unless such issues are dealt with directly, the extra $200 billion trade potential over the next six years will not be realized in terms 
of inclusive and sustainable growth outcomes.

Although Iran has the potential capacity for working at a much higher level of international exchange in goods and services, the 
sustainability and equity of this needs careful consideration. Clearly, more income and new employment will depend on the nature of the 
overall quality of new targeted investments undertaken, the institutional context and income distribution conditions. Without a targeted 
policy approach there can be no inclusive and sustainable growth outcome, nor appropriate use of the trade opportunity. To make the most 
of opportunity, first a public goods approach may be adopted: providing a normative framework for trade-growth-employment goal setting 
and targeting. It would require targeting combined trade-investment-technology planning: in such a manner that would be easily adopted by 
the private sector and civil society entities (like the Guilds). Trade and investment can’t just be left alone to markets – nor to reliance on sole 
price signals – otherwise it could get onto a dangerous track (as in sole structural adjustment processes). 

The simplistic calculation made above, on the growth rate of trade volume, has many caveats and conditions, therefore: the quality 
of the jobs it manages to create; the type of growth pattern it produces; the extent and type of skills and industries it may destroy in 
the process of structural change; and modernization of techniques that it will bring with itself are all questions. 

One would have to first consider trade volume impact on investment and its related knowledge-cum-technology (especially the 
relationship between changes in intermediate goods usage and changes in total factor productivity). Accompanying trade volume 
improvements usually are increased capital inflows, either as FDI or portfolio investment or just expatriate investments, and foreign 
technology transfer through capital and intermediates. These usually significantly affect domestic human capital and its use – and 
especially the types of employments and skills being generated. To prevent “skills biased technical change” trade and investment 
may be planned together and targeted towards improving capacity of low income groupings human capital development (health, 
knowledge, skills that can support trade – e.g. in micro-enterprise contexts); in their regional and income groupings (in areas and low 
income groups that can generate export trade – e.g. deprived regions such as border areas with good trade potential); in informal and 
semi-formal lines of work (to raise standards of social responsibility – e.g. rugs and needle work of female workers). Such targeting 
can only be good for trade and development if planned well.

Given that well over half of Iran’s imports are normally in intermediary goods, probably a value of around $50 billion in 2012, 
and which are used in industrial processes and re-exporting, the employment impact of more than a doubling of imports trade will 
be mainly in the industrial, extractive and construction sectors. Imports, therefore, would probably not leave much room for direct 
employment and income distribution gains. Perhaps the converse – they may destroy domestic traditional industry. However, exports 
will provide much room for pro-active targeting. Given that some of Iran’s non-oil exports are in low value added products sourced in 
more labour intensive industries the employment generating aspects of a doubling of exports could go possibly towards benefiting the 
lower income groups. 

Although such export sector targeting may be considered as the means to raise employment and improve distribution, it does not 
necessarily mean it is a sole “export-oriented” policy – rather a domestic SME based growth policy that develops skills that can also 
be used for exports. 

The Government itself has adopted the principle of economic growth and social justice in the 5th Plan. Apart from harder work 
and effort, and better quality investments, the new trade opportunity may be utilized to support this process. Price based structural 
adjustment approaches to improving trade and growth have been on the policy table in Iran for well over two decades now. However, 
from experience, it would seem that an inclusive and sustainable growth strategy – based on targeted investments and capacity 
development - would be more sustainable in Iran’s current socio-economic circumstances. Such new trade strategy will not only help 
reduce so-called rent seeking and quasi-rent activity in the economic system, but will ensure sustainability and equity. 
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If we consider the question of "durability and longevity" as 
one of the important factors in relations between countries 
it must be said that Iran-Italy relations enjoy the longest 

durability in the history of Iran’s relations. This durability is to 
the extent that some researchers consider the history of Iran-Italy 
relations to correspond and coincide with East-West relations 
in the world. Based on the existing documents, the history of 
bilateral relations between the two countries dates back to over 
20 centuries, that is two thousand years which places one country 
as the cultural and civilizational representative of the East and 
the other one as the intellectual and civilizational representative 
of the West. 

The noteworthy point is that both the countries are standing 
in a high position from geographical, geopolitical and strategic 
points of view with both of them being influential at regional 
and international levels. Location of Italy in the Mediterranean 
region and Iran’s position in terms of geographical and strategic 
importance has given the two countries indescribable weight. 

The emphasis of my discussion here is on Iran-Italy cultural 
relations in the aftermath of the World War I up to the post-World 
War II era. What is important in Iran-Italy cultural ties is joint 
cultural background and reliance on the common and inspiring 
past which renders outstanding assistance to convergence and 
co-existence. The long-standing peace, fraternity and friendship 
among nations could be obtained through expansion of culture, 
literature and arts and by forging international understanding, 
unity and cultural and moral consensus among nations. 

Iran and Italy as two great nations with rich civilizations have 
enriched and inspired the human history, thought and civilization. 
Existence of many cultural commonalties has brought the two 
countries closer to each other and has always developed a type 
of understanding and historical discourse between Iran and Italy. 
This has not only brought their minds closer but has caused Iran 
and Italy to develop more understanding and better interpretation 
of each other. 

Our cultural and scientific relations with the noble Roman 
nation or the present day Italy has a constant and ancient 
history. These relations start from the days when we were next 
door neighbors and our scientific and political officials were 
traveling to Rome, Ctesiphon and Byzantium and were busy 
with exchange of views and opinions. We observe the arrival of 
scholars from Byzantium to Iran in the era of the Sassanid in the 
light of such scientific and cultural relations.

Aside from the far past, in the new era the contemporary 
Italian scientists have never ignored paying attention to Iran 
and the Iranian nation. In the 19th century and for the first time 
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh was translated into Italian by the great 

IRAN, ITALY TWO 
GREAT NATIONS WITH 
RICH CIVILIZATIONS
By: Dr. Emadedin Fayyazi

scholar and Orientalist Italo Pizzi and was printed in 1888. This 
translation not only served as a means to introduce our greatest 
literary honor to the Italian nation but also was placed among 
famous literary Italian works. Pizzi’s method for introducing 
Iran’s culture and civilization was later followed by famous 
scholars such as Alphonso Nalino Carlo, Cobriell, Aldomieli, 
Castigliona and Massioa as well as tens of other great men. 

At the dawn of the new era fresh contacts were established 
between Italy and Iran which revived the cultural spirit between 
the two countries. After the interesting journey of "Marco Polo" 
who has reviewed living conditions of different nations in the East, 
Italy and Iran shook hands of friendship in the area of politics 
for defensive unity. This period was the golden era of relations 
between the sailor republics of Italy, especially Venice, and the 
Iranian administration of Ak Koyunlu and later the Safavid.

In the Qajar era and during the reign of Nasereddin 
Shah and after the alliance of governments of Italian cities 
relations between the two countries further expanded with the 
establishment of embassies in the capitals of both the countries. 
The relationship was so important that one of the greatest 
works which served as the main characteristic of the Iranian 
constitutionalists was inspired by an Italian book entitled "De La 
Tirande" meaning tyranny.

After years and between the two world wars and accession 
to the throne by Reza Shah, Iran’s policy was to get closer to 
Germany and since Italy was an ally of Germany they joined 
hands to forge close ties with Iran. At this time the Italian 
government rendered valuable assistance for establishment of the 
Iranian navy. Since Reza Shah knew that without a strong naval 
power in the Persian Gulf he would not be able to exercise Iran’s 
sovereignty over the Persian Gulf coast and islands he ordered 
the Italians to build several warships. According to the present 
documents the order for the purchase of warships was made in 
1925 which was followed by the employment of naval experts 
from Italy.

As political, economic and military relations between the two 
countries were expanding at the time of Reza Shah, bilateral 
cultural activities were developing as well. Among the most 
important Italian centers for orientalist studies in Iran one 
was the Institute for Oriental Studies of University of Naples 
in which for years before Reza Shah, attention was paid to 
education of Persian language and literature. From 1926 onwards 
Professor Antonino Pagliaro lectured the Persian course in Rome.

One of the most interesting political and cultural issues that 
happened in Iran-Italy relations during Reza Shah which is a 
topic of extensive discussion and analysis is holding of Ferdowsi 
Millennium and invitation of Italian scholars and head of the 
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then Italian government "Mussolini" as the honorary chairman 
of the session. Although Mussolini did not attend the session but 
inviting him and selecting him as the honorary chairman of the 
session was meaningful and indicated the closeness of the two 
countries and Iran’s attention to Italy at the time. Many Italian 
scholars and Iranologists were invited and I have referred to the 
names of the Italian scientists who were invited to Ferdowsi 
Millennium and the awards they received in my research works. 

Iran-Italy Cultural Relations after World War II: 
After the World War II political and economic relations between 
the two countries developed and promotion of relations was 
also witnessed in scientific-cultural areas. Dispatch of Italian 
physicians for control of contagious diseases and conclusion of 
the first cultural pact occurred during that time.

An interesting document has been retrieved from Iranian 
historian Abbas Eqbal which belongs to the last years of his life 
when he served as Iran’s cultural charge d’affaires in Ankara and 
was commissioned by the Foreign Ministry to conduct a research 
work on the Vatican library and the works there about Iran. 

The Italians at that time were very interested in development of 
cultural relations. The extent of their interest was such that the Rome 
Opera announced readiness to perform for Iranians free of charge. 

One of the clear instances of cultural and scientific cooperation 
between Iran and Italy was granting of scholarships by the Italian 
government to the Iranian students which started since 1953.

Researchers believe that from 1952 to 1962 the Italian 
national income was doubled and Italy’s per capita income 
increased. Naturally with the improvement of economic situation 
attention to cultural issues and relations, including granting of 
scholarships increased as well. It was due to such scholarships 
that some contemporary Iranian writers and artists were trained 
in Italy and rendered outstanding services to the scientific and 
arts community in Iran. The importance of the value and credit 
the Italians attached to the culture and civilization of Iran and the 
Iranians in the years prior to the 1979 Islamic Revolution was so 
much that the Italian Embassy in Tehran had organized free of 
charge visits for top Iranian students together with their families 
to the historical monuments and sightseeing in Italy.

In reviewing the documents related to the scholarships in 1955 
we come across the names of two famous Iranian artists: Sohrab 
Sepehri, the renowned poet and painter and Morteza Hananeh, the 
prominent composer, both of whom were among the people who 
received scholarships from the Italian government in the fields 
of art. One of the most striking aspects of the cultural relations 
between Iran and Italy which is a source of deep contemplation 
and discussion is the topic of establishment of Iran-Italy Cultural 
Institute which was officially opened in Rome in 1956.

This cultural center was founded by a group of Iranian scholars 
and lovers of arts, literature and culture of Iran, especially 
those like Taliani who was the ambassador and former chief of 
protocol at the Italian Foreign Ministry and Professor Tucci, 
the renowned Orientalist of Italy. The main objective behind 
the opening of this cultural center which was in charge of 
organizing addresses, exhibitions and exchange of students as 
well as publication of books and journals was to establish closer 
and more effective literary and cultural relations between Iran 
and Italy. Concurrent with the strengthening of cultural ties, 
dimensions of cooperation between Iran and Italy in different 
fields of art expanded considerably. 

A colorful sofreh (tablecloth) is a lovely one; even 
in Milan around noon time all the Iranian visitors 
rush into the Iranian Pavilion to have Chelo Kabab 

(Rice and Shish Kabab) the Iranian national meal; even those 
newcomers from Iran, meet with their friends at the Iran 
Pavilion to have lunch together.

Apart from the Iranians, so many non-Iranians wait at least 
10 minutes to find a table to sit around. They have heard that 
Persian dishes are delicious, so when waiter comes to them they 
don’t know what to order; so the waiter gives them advice about 
the variety of meals enabling them to choose the best; and some 
prefer to order “chef’s special menu”.

On the fifth day of the Expo, I bumped into a friend called 
Ali Mohtasham Amiri in the Expo street, a friend active in the 
exhibition industry who sounded very satisfied with the Expo 
and its achievements; he was very excited and when I asked him 
the reason he answered that he had his favorite dish in the Iran 
Pavilion. He was the very first exhibition personality from the 
private sector of Iran to visit the Expo.

That day Mr. Amiri accompanied me to visit the pavilions of 
the countries we thought could be attractive; during the visits he 
was highly impressed by the Thailand Pavilion telling that the 
Thais had done their best to adapt the software and hardware 
programs and exhibits of the pavilion to the progresses of the 
21st century; this is something not all the participant countries 
had paid attention to.

In most pavilions, table clothes of those countries were spread, 
each reflecting the customs and culture of that country the 
most important examples being France, Italy, Czech Republic, 
Morocco, United States, Japan, Belgium, and China and all 
traditionally decorated and receiving the guests according to the 
styles of the host countries.

In conversations with the pavilion directors, they eagerly 
explained the themes of their countries and their relations with 
the theme of the Expo: “Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life”.

This underlines the fact that food has very close relationships 
with culture and art; in other words it can be said that fine cuisine 
of the chefs of a pavilion exactly reflects the food culture and 
precision of that nation, therefore participating countries try to 
show characteristics of their nationalities through food.

After visiting some Asian and European pavilions we went 
towards the African countries and the first pavilion we visited 
was Ethiopia; at the entrance of the pavilion an well informed 
Ethiopian guide welcomed us and invited us to try a cup of 
Ethiopian coffee; it was a very fragrant and tasty coffee; he 
explained about the Cluster of Coffee and Ethiopia’s quest in 
producing and exporting this strategic goods. “I am happy to see 
the smile on the face of Ethiopian girls and boy who inspire hope 
in so many men and women who at last can work with dignity in 
the coffee industry.”

GLOBAL 
SOFREH, 
THE IRANIAN 
CULTURE

Our next destination was the pavilion of South Ireland. There 
and in the middle part of the pavilion a handsome man was 
playing the guitar. We asked for a meeting with the director and 
were told the guitarist was the pavilion director. “I invite you to 
wait until he is done performing”. We waited for 15 minutes and 
it was a timely break as we had walked too much. We listened to 
the Irish music until he finished. We were received kindly and I 
told him smilingly: “I had never seen a director playing guitar at 
his workplace!” He answered: “My grandmother always tells me 
to play the guitar when I don’t feel stable. This time however I am 
playing the instrument for our visitors. I am in perfect health”. 

Then I asked him to tell us what he thought about the global 
tablecloth and its relationship with the Ireland Pavilion’s theme. 
He said: “You know we are an agro-industrial land and at the 
same time we are a modern country equipped with detailed 
electronic knowledge and equipment, so we are trying to take 
advantage of knowledge increasing and promoting exports of our 
products to the whole world.” 

In the evening, while passing by the Austrian Pavilion, I 
suddenly noticed a very familiar face in front of me. He was 
Rudolf Ruzicka, director of the Austrian Pavilion at the Tehran 
International Trade Fair. Now he was director of the Austrian 
Pavilion at the Expo Milano 2015. He invited us to have coffee 
in his office where he described the Pavilion of Austria as a 
‘Pavilion of Oxygen’; He said the pavilion produces oxygen for 
2000 people per hour and creates an ideal climate. The pavilion 
represents a perfect interplay of its structure with its surrounding 
environment. By planting a 560 square meters of forest area, 
breathe.austria a colligate association in Austria creates a 
multi-faceted network of relationships between mankind, the 
environment and the climate.

Leaving the Austrian Pavilion, we went towards Iran Pavilion 
to have supper.

Comparing the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Pavilion with the 
pavilions offering food, it can be said that the variety of food in 
Iran Pavilion is more. In the restaurant of the Iran Pavilion at 
least eleven kinds of food are served while in the other pavilions 
maximum three to four types are available.

In terms of quality, all the dishes are of high quality and efforts 
have been made to reflect the Iranian culture through food. There 
are two Italian speaking interpreters of Iranian origin assisting 
the guests to order more comfortably. Furthermore, most of the 
raw materials and soft drinks are regularly transported from Iran 
which means that tastes of the dishes are quite natural, original 
and traditional; this is why this restaurant is very crowded.

Everything on display at the Iranian pavilion, from food to 
handicrafts, books, saffron, caviar, dried fruits, statues of famous 
Iranian scientists and the Persian Garden, all aim to introduce the 
economic, social, cultural, scientific and artistic features of the 
country at the highest level possible. 


